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MACH to Change Name 

March 6, 2010-The Music and Arts Center 

for Humanity, better known as MACH, had 

an exciting surprise for the capacity audience 

attending its March 6
th
 gala at the Westport 

Country Playhouse. Before the performance 

by the Ailey II Company, a short film was 

shown to highlight the many activities and 

programs provided by MACH.  Then came 

the announcement that the 30-year old 

organization will be changing its name to 

Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield County. 

 

"We are thrilled to announce our new name,ò 

said Chairperson Joan Rosenbaum.  ñOur 

goal with Neighborhood Studios is to 

reinforce the accessible community-oriented 

nature of the arts education we provide."   

 

Program Director Frank Derico noted that 

"MACH has a lot of equity in the name 

Neighborhood Studios.  It was previously the 

name of one of our more popular programs, 

and the new name will now serve as an 

umbrella for the entire organization.ò 

 

"With Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield 

County, we have selected a name that is fun 

and appealing for our students,ò added Dr. 

Donald Rainone, Executive Director/CEO of 

MACH.  ñThe new name also communicates 

the seriousness of our educational purpose to 

the broader community. But while the 

 
 

parents and its broad base of contributors, 

much of the organizationôs 

communication will now be able to take 

place online.  This new digital footprint 

will provide Neighborhood Studios with a 

powerful platform to connect with all of 

its constituents.  

 

There will also be an innovative new 

Neighborhood Studios logoða three-

dimensional sphere in which the letters 

are combined in a variety of shapes, sizes, 

orientations and colors to reflect the 

multiculturalism and creativity of the 

community served by the organization. 

 

Over the course of 30
+
 years, MACH has 

evolved into an award-winning, 

comprehensive school providing arts 

enrichment programs to thousands of 

school-age children in the Greater 

Bridgeport area. In 2009 these programs 

in music, dance, visual arts, theater, 

creative writing and design served the 

special needs of more than 1,200 young 

peopleðsome neglected and under-

served, others gifted and talented.  

Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield 

County plans to offer an even more 

diversified set of programs to an even 

broader community. 

name has changed; our mission remains the 

sameðto provide arts education for 

children at risk and those with special 

needs, with the goal of increasing academic 

performance and graduation rates and 

providing a solid foundation for lifelong 

success." 

 

In addition to its new name, Neighborhood 

Studios of Fairfield County will be present 

on Facebook and Twitter and will be 

launching an all- new website. In response 

to requests from instructors, students, 

Westport Playhouse )NRSR ."$)½R Anne Frank Project 

March 17, 2010- A new and creative 

project involving two award-winning 

Fairfield County nonprofits, The Westport 

Country Playhouse, and the Music and Arts 

Center for Humanity (MACH), was 

announced today. Currently in the planning 

stage, the venture will launch with a 

September 2010 Playhouse production  of  

ñThe Diary of Anne Frank,ò with an 

unprecedented level of participation by 
Bridgeport children.  MACH students will 

read and discuss Anne Frankôs diary,  and 

create their own artistic expressions of 

what the story meant to them.  Their work 

will be placed on display in the Playhouse 

lobby.  And of course, they will have the 

opportunity to understand how a 

professional theater production is put 

together. 

 

 ñWe are especially fortunate to have 

noted Westport sculptor Steffi Friedman 

on our faculty,ò stated board  member and  
event chair Laurie Gross. ñSteffi has 

volunteered to meet with all of the art 

students and relate her experiences as a 

Jewish teenager in Nazi Germany.  When 

her family left Germany in 1938, two 

weeks before Kristalnacht, they escaped 

to Amsterdam, settling one block away 

from Anne Frank. Steffiôs class is 

already building a replica of the Frank 

familyôs famous attic in Amsterdam.ò 

 

This is an unprecedented opportunity to 

promote Jewish, Christian, and Muslim 

understanding, to further Anne Frankôs 

legacy. 
 



 
 

 

Ailey II @ the Playhouse 

Photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

March 6, 2010 ï It was a glittering night for 

the annual Spring Gala, ñAiley at the 

Playhouseò.  MACH friends, family and 

Board members packed the Westport 

Country Playhouse to see the MACH Dance 

II students and the Ailey II Company 

perform.  The evening began with a 

Benefactorôs reception during which guests 

were entertained by the MACH Jazz 

Ensemble.  One of the surprises of the night 

was a birthday party for favorite instructor, 

Steffi Friedman. 

 

Board Chair, Joan Rosenbaum, during her 

welcoming address, presented awards to the 

Westport Playhouseôs Michael Ross and 

Sandra DeFeo for their support of this event.  

Ms. Rosenbaum gave a special award to 

Caryl and Mel Goldstein for thirty years of 

generous support.  David Goldstein, the 

coupleôs son, was on hand to accept the 

award. 

 

The major surprise for the evening followed 

Ms. Rosenbaum.  During the short film, the 

announcement of our new name was made.  

Yes, MACH is changing its name to 

Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield County. 

The Dance II students then wowed the 

standing room only audience with their 

performance of a new piece choreographed 

by instructor Tim Fountain. 

 

Enter the Spring Gala Co-Chairs, Robert 

Jacobs and Harold Levine, who performed 

their soft-shoe fund-raising skit.  A very 

successful and humorous effort, thanks! 

 

Then, it was on with the show.  Lights went 

down, the curtain rose and the audience was 

treated to a bravura performance by the 

fabulous Ailey II Company.  For all of our 

ñRevelationsò fans, the night was a 

smashing success as the piece was 

performed in its entirety. 
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Spring has finally arrived. The snow is gone, replaced by rain that has washed away all traces of Winter. Daffodils are pushing up 

through the ground, buds are forming on the trees, and the birds are returning to the back yard. Itôs hard to realize it, but those long 

summer days we all look forward to are not far away. What are your plans for the summer? 

 

We at MACH will spend the summer working with som fabulous children. Since 1977 the Music and Arts Center for Humanity has been 

making arts matter for thousands of under privileged and talented youngsters in the Bridgeport area. MACH is currently enrolling area 

children and teens in our three signature summer camps. Our goal is to open the doors to as many kids as we can affordébut without 

your help MACH cannot run the summer camps. Just think of what these kids will be missingé 

 

CAMP HART , the camp for every child, gives special needs children and their non-disabled peers the chance to attend classes in 

the arts, go on field trips, and make lasting friednships. Professional instructors teach art, music, theater and dance such that 

everyone participates. 

AILEY CAMP  provides at-risk preteens instruction in ballet, modern, jazz, and African dance complemented with personal 

development and communication classes. Instructors from the Alvin Aliey American Dance Theatre teach boys and girls the 

ñAôsò ï Acceptance, Attention, Appreciation and Affection. This is the core of teaching self-dicipline, respect for otherss, 

creative thinking and positive self-expression. 

The CONSERVATORY  provides an óon the jobô experience for artistically gifted teens. The program is an opportunity to serve an 

apprenticeship with Master Artists in a working environment. 

 

Our camps fill the void of summer, providing a safe, fun haven for hundreds of area youngsters who would otherwise be looking for 

things to do. The camps offer these youngsters an opportunity to discover and develop their creativity and talents. A six-week session 

costs between $1500 to $2000 depending upon the camp, and is an incredible value. But most families canôt afford it. For some years 

now friends of MACH have given generously to sponsor kidsô summer camp fees via our Adopt-a-Camper appeal. Now, more than 

ever, these youngsters need people like you to provide the financial support we need to maintain these programs. 

 

WONôT YOU ADOPT-A-CAMPER? 
 

Call our offices at 203.366.3300 ext 230 to make a credit card donation or use the form in this newsletter to mail us your gift.MACH is a 

503(c)(3) organization and your donation is tax-deductible. 

Summer Institute  in Final Stages of Preparation 

April 28, 2010 - ñWeôre in the final 

process of reviewing the applications and 

selecting this yearôs students for the 

Summer Institute,ò stated National 

Resource Center for Blind Musicians 

Director, David Goldstein. 

 

Held at Overbrook School for the Blind in 

Philadelphia, the Summer Braille Music 

Institute instructs blind college-bound 

musicians in Braille music and the skills 

needed for full participation in music 

theory classes at the high school and 

college level. Student days are comprised 

of individual and group instruction in 

Braille music, use of the computer to 

submit written assignments, and tutoring in 

theory and related skills. Outdoor events 

on the campus, cookouts, group music  

activities meant for fun, and outings to 

concerts and recreation in Philadelphiaôs 

cultural centers makes the week of the 

Institute a full and wholesome week. 

 

Students come from all over the United States 

to participate in the Summer Institute. This 

yearôs Summer Institute will be held July 11
th
 

through the 17
th
.  

Photos courtesy of Tim McCaully 
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MACH will be offering an arts experience this summer at its three signature camps.   

   

 
  

Named for our founder, Patricia Hart, 

Camp Hart is our ñCamp for Everyoneò.  

Camp Hart builds its program around the 

performing and visual arts. This is a unique 

six-week summer day camp for children 

ages 6 to 21 where youngsters with special 

needs can interact and form friendships 

with their non-disabled peers. The theme-

based curriculum allows students to 

participate in theater, dance, music and 

visual arts classes. Students rotate through 

all four disciplines throughout the week. 

All of the disciplines are featured in an 

original play that the children and staff 

perform at the end of camp. 

 

In addition to their classes, campers take 

field trips, participate in recreational 

activities and have the opportunity to make 

lasting friendships in a safe and secure 

setting. 

AileyCamp is a summer day camp run in 

partnership with the internationally 

renowned Alvin Ailey American Dance 

Theatre. Campers take part in four dance 

disciplines (ballet, modern, jazz, and West 

African). Over the course of the summer, 

participants learn to respect the discipline of 

dance as a physical activity which also gives 

them creative expression. 

 

In addition, AileyCamp offers these 

youngsters an opportunity to improve their 

social skills. Counselors teach youngsters 

how to deal with peer pressure, drug and 

alcohol abuse, sexual responsibility, 

interpersonal relationships and alternatives to 

violence. 

 

The campers present, to the community, a 

performance highlighting the dance 

disciplines they have experienced. 

The Conservatory is a job-training 

program in the arts for 14-19 year olds 

from the Greater Bridgeport area interested 

in pursuing higher education and careers in 

the arts. The program lasts six weeks and 

participants are exposed to many 

professional and creative opportunities. 

 

Participants receive training in visual, 

performing, media and design arts. In 

addition, during their studio intensives, 

apprentices take part in professional and 

personal development workshops such as 

resume writing, portfolio development, 

self-promotion, arts resources, and 

financial literacy. 

 

As part of their participation in the 

program, participants receive a stipend, 

paid every two weeks. At the end of the 

six-week program the young artists present 

an end of camp art exhibit and a 

performance to showcase their talents. 

 

Camp Registration in Process  

 

Just a reminderé  

Registration for summer camp is currently in process.  

 

Camp applications are available  on our website.  

 Visit   www.musicandartscenter.org to download applications.  

 

Photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

http://www.musicandartscenter.org/

