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MUSIC AND ARTS CENTER FOR HUMANITY and 
THE FAIRFIELD THEATRE COMPANY 

PRESENT AILEY II in SPRING BENEFIT PERFORMANCE 

February 2, 2009 -The Music and Arts 
Center for Humanity (MACH) and The 
Fairfield Theatre Company announce 
their partnership to present the Ailey II 
Company on April 4

th
 at the Klein 

Memorial Auditorium.  This gala event is 
to benefit MACH’s school year programs 
and the three unique summer camps; 
Ailey/Camp, Neighborhood Studios and 
MACH Camp.  This is the first time two 
local arts organizations have co-
produced an event in Bridgeport. 
 
This year marks the 10

th
 Anniversary of 

MACH Ailey/Camp, one of nine such 
camps in the nation.  Ailey/Camp 
consists of dance lessons, life skills 
workshops and creative communications 
for middle school boys and girls living in 
Bridgeport and considered at risk.  The 
day camp focuses on dance as an 
athletic discipline requiring concentration, 
teamwork and coordination.  All campers 
must also participate in workshops on 
personal development, coping with peer 

 

scholarship students.  The Company 
has grown to embody Mr. Ailey’s 
mission to provide performances, 
training and community programs for 
everyone. 
 
While general ticket purchases may 
be made through the Fairfield Theatre 
Company box office, MACH has 
reserved the best seats in the house 
for our friends. A limited number of 
Benefactor, Patron and Supporter 
tickets for center orchestra seats are 
available through MACH.  Benefactor 
tickets are priced at $200 apiece and 
include mention in the event program 
and an invitation to MACH’s pre-show 
champagne reception. Patron tickets 
are $125 each and include a mention 
of the patron’s name in the event 
program. Supporter tickets are 
available for $75 each. To purchase 
any of these select ticket packages 
contact Remy Joseph at 366-3300 
extension 230. 

 

pressure, nutrition, anger management 
among others.  The six week program 
culminates in a joyous celebration of 
newly acquired dance skills and 
readings. 
 
The Ailey II Company was founded in 
1974 by Alvin Ailey as a workshop 
composed of his most promising  

John Mayer’s Back to You Fund 
 Supports Music Zone 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR! 

January 20, 2009 – The Music and Arts 
Center for Humanity (MACH) is proud to 
announce a $25,500 grant from the John 
Mayer Back to You Fund in support of 
the MACH Music Zone program. Music 
Zone is currently operating at the 
Waltersville and Marin Elementary 
Schools in Bridgeport. Developed in 
2002 in response to an overwhelming 
need for music lessons for economically 
disadvantaged children in the Bridgeport 
Public Education system. MACH’s Music 
Zone program provides small group 
lessons in violin, viola, and cello to 80 
Bridgeport students. 
 

The Back to You Fund, established in 
2003, is a donor advised fund 
administered by the Fairfield County 
Community Foundation of Norwalk, 
Connecticut. It was created to provide a 
means for Mr. Mayer to give back to his 
community. Mr. Mayer donates a 
portion of the proceeds from each of his 
performances to the Back to You Fund. 
While supporting children and the Arts 
is of particular interest to Mr. Mayer, the 
Back to You Fund also supports 
homeless shelters, community centers, 
food banks, and domestic violence 
programs.  

 

AILEY II  
@ the Klein Memorial Auditorium 

910 Fairfield Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT  

 

 



-2- 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can make a difference 
in the lives of area children.  
One that will last a lifetime… 

 
MACH, the Music and Arts Center for 
Humanity offers a full spectrum of arts 
education to underserved, special needs, 
and at-risk children in the Greater 
Bridgeport area. Through dance, music 
and the visual arts, our young students 
learn that the arts can be a wonderful, 
productive form of self-expression. 
 
But MACH cannot continue to offer low-
cost arts programs to Greater Bridgeport 
area families without your generous 
support. Your contribution will be life 
changing for the 2,000 families who bring 
their children to MACH. Your tax-
deductible donation gives these children 
the opportunity to discover their inner 
talents.  
 

Help keep children at risk  
from risking their future. 

 

Give to MACHôs Annual Appeal 

 

 

 
MACH/AileyCamp Reunion 

December 20, 2008 – MACH/Aliey 
Campers braved the blustery winter 
winds to attend MACH’s AileyCamp 
Reunion. A light snow fell as 
campers boarded the bus and 
journeyed to the City Center 
Theater on West 55

th
 Street in New 

York City to see a matinee 
performance of the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater. 

There was plenty of time for 
students to “catch-up” with friends 
and camp director Tina Bush over a 
brown bag lunch and after the 
show. 

“This was a great opportunity for  

the students,” said Program 
Director, Frank Derico.”They were 
able to experience a performance 
by one of the foremost dance 
companies in the world, and they 
had a chance to visit with their 
friends.” 

The MACH/AileyCamp reunion is an 
annual event designed to foster the 
supportive relationships formed 
during the summer camp session. 
MACH would like to thank the Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater for 
donating tickets for the students and 
their chaperones for this 
performance. 

Attendance is Up 

February 3, 2009 – Walk down the 
halls of MACH headquarters at any 
time on a Saturday and you can’t 
help but notice the increase in 
attendance. Classrooms are full 
from 9AM to 4:30PM, and 
occasionally overflow into hallway 
alcoves. 

“Since mid-September 2008, the 
decline of the economy has 
resulted in an increased need for 
MACH to continue to provide 
financial aid for those families who 
qualify. As a result, MACH will need 
to raise more funds for this 
purpose,” said Dr. Donald Rainone, 
Executive Director/CEO. “It is 

imperative that we provide a safe-
haven for those students desiring 
afterschool and Saturday arts 
education experiences. We must 
seek out new sources of income in 
order to keep UP with the Downward 
spiral of our economy.”   

Meanwhile, Program Director Frank 
Derico juggles schedules to 
accommodate the increase. “We’ve 
added group music lessons in piano 
and guitar, a ballet class for four and 
five year olds, and a theater arts 
class. Saturdays are our most 
popular day,” said Derico.”We’re 
bursting at the seams!” 

New Visions Program Keeps the Winter Warm 

January 21, 2009 – It’s cold outside 
where several inches of snow cover 
the ground. But in the dance room at 
MACH headquarters the drums are 
beating a happy rhythm and the New 
Visions class is in session. Smiling 
faces and laughter chase away the 
winter doldrums. 

Begun in 1987 in collaboration with 
the Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater, the New Visions classes 
were designed to provide disabled 
students with spatial orientation, 
motor, and mobility training. Over the 
years MACH has expanded the New 
Visions curriculum to include music 
and visual arts as well as the original 
dance and movement component.  

Students classified as needing 
special education services come from 
five Bridgeport schools to attend New 
Visions classes. For one and one-half 
hours a week New Visions students 
immerse themselves in Cultural 
drumming, dance and movement, 
and art classes. Approximately 60 
students are served each week 
throughout the school year. 

For now the New Visions students 
are not concerned spatial orientation 
and mobility training. They are just 
looking forward to having fun playing 
the drums, dancing, working in the art 
room, and forgetting about the winter 
cold outside. 
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Pat Hart Luncheon Celebrates Local Artist 

October 29, 2008 – The room was crowded 
to overflowing, and every table full, as 
MACH and their supporters gathered to 
honor this year’s recipient of the Pat Hart 
Service Award, renowned sculptor Steffi 
Friedman.  For the last two years Ms. 
Friedman has taught a class of gifted 
young artists at MACH and become not 
only a mentor to these young people, but a 
dear friend.  

 
Guest speaker Mr. Stanley Bleifeld, himself 
a well known and accomplished sculptor, 
spoke of Ms. Friedman’s enthusiasm for 
learning and desire to try new things. And 
Rabbi Robert Orcand, of Temple Israel in 
Westport, told of Ms. Friedman’s joy in life 
and the creation of her work “Never Again” 
which is on display in the Holocaust 
Memorial at Temple Israel. 
 
Program Director, Neighborhood Studios 
Artistic Director Luisa Guzman, and the NS 
Sculpture students presented Ms. 
Friedman with a framed photograph of the 
students and Ms. Friedman to honor the 
occasion. 

  
Photos: Above, guest speaker Stanley Bleifeld hugs honoree Steffi Friedman, and the honoreeôs table. Below, Frank 
Derico, NS Artistic Director Luisa Guzman, and students present Ms. Friedman with a gift, and Derico leads MACHôs NS 
Jazz Ensemble in a number. 

Photos courtesy of Steve Schwartz 

  

Fall Fun Day 

November 11, 2008 – Laughter and 
shouting rang through the halls of MACH’s 
headquarters on the third floor of 510 
Barnum Avenue as eight visually challenged 
students and their parents gathered for a 
Fall Fun Day. The event, sponsored by 
MACH’s National Resource Center for Blind 
Musicians, is designed as an arts 
exploration day and social opportunity for 
visually impaired students throughout the 
state. 
 
Classes on origami and cultural drumming, 
followed by a pizza lunch filled the morning. 
But it was the technology offerings that drew 
everyone’s interest. These included hands-
on demonstrations of the latest online 
resources, such as downloadable books 
from the Library of Congress, the newest 
version of JAWS (a screen-reading 
software), and managing technical devices 
like cell phones and iPods.  

  

Photos: Left, Luisa Guzman instructs a student on the ancient oriental art of origami. At right, Jeff Forbes (far right) 
works with two students in a cultural drumming lesson 

The day’s discussion also included 
websites for the visually handicapped, 
like blind-geek-zone.net which offers 
downloadable text files, tutorials, and 
podcasts as well as a list of adapted 
websites and links to mailing lists.  
 
Working with technology consultant  

David Simpson, students browsed 
the Internet and downloaded books 
and music from iTunes. 
 
Director of The National Resource 
Center for Blind Musicians, David 
Goldstein, stated that they hope to 
offer another Fun Day in the spring. 
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Winter Closing 
Guidelines 

Have You Met Tess? 

 
Just a reminder… 
When the Bridgeport School System is 
closed due to severe winter weather 
there will be no classes or music 
lessons at MACH. Classes and music 
lessons will be re-scheduled for 
another date.  
 

Administrative offices will be open, 
unless closed by management. If you 
need assistance, call the office and 
leave a message. Someone will return 
your call as soon as possible.  

 

January 31, 2008 – Many of our 
friends and supporters had the 
opportunity to meet with Tess 
O’Dwyer to discuss MACH. Ms. 
O’Dwyer, an Arts Management and 
Fundraising consultant has been 
retained by the Music and Arts Center 
for Humanity to assist with the  
development of a strategic plan for 
the organization. 
 
Tess brings a wealth of experience to 
the task. Prior to launching her 
consultancy practice in 2006, Ms. 
O’Dwyer served in leadership roles at 
Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts, Whitney Museum of American 
Art, and Americas Society. Her client 
services include guiding nonprofit 
leadership through long-range 
planning exercises, recommending 
targeted fundraising and branding  

 

strategies, creating major donor 
cultivation and recruitment 
opportunities, and recruiting and 
training Development staff. She has 
built a successful track record with 
diversifying audiences, expanding 
membership, and creating innovative 
strategic partnerships to raise brand 
awareness, avoid programmatic 
redundancies, and maximize 
financial resources. 

“We are pleased to anounce the 
adoption of a five-year strategic 
plan,” stated MACH Executive 
Director/CEO Dr. Donald Rainone. 
We at MACH look forward to working 
with Tess over the next few months 
as we implement the MACH strategic 
plan. 

MACH would like to thank all of those who 
took time out of their busy schedules to meet 
with Tess and discuss MACH. Your input has 

been invaluable. 

A Note from the Board:  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
An exciting new direction has been set by the MACH Board of Directors.  At the last meeting, the Board adopted a Strategic 
Plan aimed at securing our Mission through the establishment of new and strong relationships with other arts organizations, 
non-profits, educational institutions, Bridgeport business and community leaders and our loyal funders.   With bold new 
marketing and public relations strategies and through the guidance of our professional expert in Arts Management, we shall 
continue to assure our ability to provide the arts programming for which we are known.   Keep “tuned in” for news of our 
creative new style. 
 
Part of our continuing important activity in Bridgeport will be the production of Ailey II on Saturday, April 4 at the Klein 
Auditorium in cooperation with the Fairfield Theatre Company.  The Alvin Ailey Dance Company is a signature program for 
MACH and our summer Ailey Camp for middle school age students is well known for its transformative qualities. Graduates 
of the program will be showcased prior to the performance of the professional company.  Funds from the success of this gala 
will go toward ensuring the camp experience for dancers, our special needs campers and those teens looking toward careers 
in the Arts.  We hope that the community will join us in our effort. 
 
 I was enchanted recently at the Carlson/Horn Greater Bridgeport Symphony Completion for Young Instrumentalists held at 
the University of Bridgeport.  At this lovely Sunday afternoon concert, six teenage musicians, the finalists in this competition, 
shared their gifts with an attentive and appreciative audience. It is clear that future professionals are being nurtured by area 
communities.  I feel confident that there are many talented youngsters in our Bridgeport schools and neighborhoods waiting 
to be introduced to the wonders of music and art.  We must search for them, program for them with individual and group 
instruction and help them to capitalize on the discipline that arts education provides. 
 
Many of the dreams of our Mission are yet to be realized. 

                                            Joan  Rosenbaum  

                                     Board Chair 
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A Letter from the CEO  

Dr. Donald Rainone 
 

 
These are trying times for all of us. The economy is playing havoc with families and their ability to function and provide. We, 
here at MACH, are moving forward trying to stay ahead of all the negative fallout. We are confident that those who support 
MACH will be encouraged by the organization’s adoption of a 5 year strategic plan designed to help strengthen and 
streamline programs and increase the ability (the capacity) to raise funds. We are in the process of sharing the details with 
many of the foundations and funders who support us. 
 
During this time we ask all those close to MACH to continue to attend classes, donate as able, and keep lines of 
communication open. We are here to serve you, and in the immortal words of Donna Summer, we will survive, and continue 
to be a beacon of artistic hope for all Bridgeport area students and families. 
 

 

I learned there are troubles of more than one kind. Some come from ahead, others come from behind. But I've 

bought a big bat. I'm all ready, you see. Now my troubles are going to have trouble with me. -- Dr. Seuss 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Music and 

Arts Center 

for Humanity 

 

We Need Your Help! 

 

 

 

510 Barnum Ave. 
3rd Floor 
Bridgeport, CT. 06608 
 
Phone: 

203.366.3300 
 
Fax: 
203.368.2847 
 
E-mail: 

info@musicandartscenter.org 

  
 

MACH 
Making Arts Matter! 

 
We at MACH are dedicated to providing arts education to all individuals. But we can’t do it 
alone. We need YOU. Your tax-deductible donation will make a difference in the lives of 
special needs and underserved children in the Greater Bridgeport Area. Give a child the 
opportunity to learn how to succeed. Your gift makes a difference! 
 
 
 
Donation: ____$25  ____$50  ____$100  _____$250  $__________Other 
 
MasterCard     Visa      Amex (circle one) 
 
My credit card number is: ________________________ Exp. Date: _________ 
 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _________ 
 
 

Please make checks payable to MACH 
 

The Music and Arts Center for Humanity is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
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Interested in Volunteering?  

 

Let us put your  

talents to work.  

 

Contact us at  

 

366 -3300  

 

www.musicandartscenter.org 

About Our Organization 
The Music and Arts Center for Humanity (MACH) is a nonprofit school of 

the arts founded in 1977 to enhance the lives of children and adults, 

particularly special needs students, the economically disadvantaged and 

those artistically gifted.  MACH is an accredited member of the National 

Guild of Community Schools of the Arts and the winner of a 2005 

Coming Up Taller award.  

 
Mrs. Laura Bush recognized MACH as one of the 17 top Arts and 
Humanities programs. “As a former public school teacher, I have a 
firsthand understanding of what young people can accomplish when 
they truly strive to realize their dreams, and I wholeheartedly embrace 
the arts and humanities as vehicles for helping them find their way,” said 
Laura Bush, Honorary Chair of the President’s Committee on the Arts 
and Humanities.  

We at MACH believe in the power of the arts to change lives. The arts 
provide a means of communication and self-expression that teaches 
tolerance, self-discipline, and a sense of community. Exposure to the 
arts benefits both the individual and the community at large. While 
MACH may teach drawing, sculpture, dance and music, what we really 
deliver is personal achievement and accomplishment via the arts.  

Programs are offered at MACH headquarters at 510 Barnum Avenue, 
Bridgeport, as well as various Public Schools in the Bridgeport area.  
MACH offers 12 different programs in music, dance, visual arts, theater, 
creative writing, and design throughout the school year. Additional 
summer programs are offered from June through August. For more 
information contact the Program Director at 366-3300 ext. 224. 

 

 

 

 

 
Music and Arts 

Center for 
Humanity 

 
510 Barnum Ave. 

3rd Floor 
Bridgeport, CT 06608 

 
203-366-3300 

 

 


