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Ailey II Spring Gala  
photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

April 5, 2009 ï MACH supporters turned 
out in droves to welcome the Ailey II 
company back to Bridgeport for its spring 
gala event. Itôs been four years since the 
last Ailey II benefit performance, so it 
was no surprise that a crowd filled the 
Klein Memorial Theater in anticipation of 
the event.  
 
The evening began with a champagne 
reception for MACH board members and 
benefactors where the NS Jazz 
Ensemble provided mood music and 
friends mingled. Then, at 8pm, the 
curtain rose on the opening number 
performed by MACHôs own Dance II 
students.  
 
The Ailey II performance began with ñThe 
Eternal Knotò, and was followed by 
ñWhen Dawn Comeséò, but the highlight 
of the evening was the performance of 
Alvin Aileyôs ñRevelationsò. 

  

  

Photos: Top row, Ailey II dancers perform. Below left, MACH Dance II dancers perform the opening act. 
Below right, MACHôs Neighborhood Studios Jazz Ensemble entertains at the pre-performance reception. 

Westport Artists Join Forces for MACH 

 
 

 

Six years ago, then chairman of the 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
Harold Levine received a call from his 
friend, Westport artist Tracy Sugarman 
asking if he could arrange for the artist 
to visit a dance rehearsal. Sugarman 
was granted the opportunity to spend 
the day drawing the Ailey dancers.  

Recently, Levine contacted Sugarman 
with the idea of using the drawings to 
create a poster to celebrate the Ailey II 
performance on April 4th at the Klein 
Memorial Theater being given to 
benefit the Music and Arts Center for 
Humanity (MACH). Sugarman liked the 
idea, but felt that the project required a 
designer. Sugarman called Westport 
designer Miggs Boroughs, and the 
team was complete.   

The limited edition poster, signed by 
both Tracy Sugarman and Miggs 
Boroughs, is being offered for sale to 
benefit MACH. A framed artistôs proof,  

signed by both artists, sold for $500. 
Unframed posters are available for 
$150. All proceeds from the sale of 
the posters go to support the 
MACH/AileyCamp. 

MACH/AileyCamp is a six-week 
program of dance for middle school 
children from the greater Bridgeport 
area. Teachers from the Ailey school 
teach modern, ballet, jazz, and 
African dance classes. Additionally, 
campers participate in classroom 
discussions on how to deal with peer 
pressure, interpersonal relationships, 
sexual responsibility, and health. One 
of only seven camps throughout the 
United States, MACH's AileyCamp is 
celebrating its eleventh season this 
summer. 

For additional information regarding 
the poster contact MACH's Marketing 
department at 203.366.3300 ext.230. 
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Buy a smileé 

Adopt-a-Camper 
 

 

 

April 23, 2009 ï The snow has barely 
melted outside, but at MACH plans for 
our summer camps are underway. Our 
dedicated young artists look forward to 
spending the summer mastering new 
techniques and refining their talents. 
Whether it is learning a new dance 
routine, memorizing lines for a play, 
perfecting a difficult piece of music, or 
painting the perfect portrait, MACH 
campers are busy learning all summer 
long. 

Of course, thereôs plenty of fun at MACH 
camps: field trips, recreational activities, 
and just the fun of doing something with 
friends. Itôs an experience we want every 
child to have. 

This year funding is especially tight, 
and the number of youngsters 
needing your help has grown. We are 
making a special appeal on behalf of 
the children. Wonôt you make a 
donation and give a child a summer 
full of fun and learning? 

 

 

 

Four Great Campsé 

April 20, 2009 ï School will be out soon and thousands of youngsters across 
the country will be faced with over two months of ñvacationò. But for 200 
children from the greater Bridgeport area, and even beyond, it is an 
opportunity to attend one of MACHôs nationally recognized summer programs. 
A summer spent at one of MACHôs summer camps is a potentially life 
changing alternative to a summer spent ñhanging out.ò Studies show that  

 

  

 
 

Known as the ñCamp for Everyoneò, 

MACH Camp builds its program 

around the performing and visual 

arts. This is a unique six-week 

summer day camp for children ages 

6 to 16 where youngsters with 

special needs can interact and form 

friendships with their non-disabled 

peers. The theme-based curriculum 

allows students to participate in 

theater, dance, music and visual 

arts classes. Students rotate 

through all four disciplines 

throughout the week. All of the 

disciplines are featured in an 

original play that the children and 

staff perform at the end of camp.  

In addition to their classes, campers 

take field trips, participate in 

recreational activities and have the 

opportunity to make lasting 

friendships in a safe and secure 

setting.  

MACH/AileyCampÊ is a summer 

day camp run in partnership with 

the internationally renowned Alvin 

Ailey American Dance Theatre. 

Campers take part in four dance 

disciplines (ballet, modern, jazz 

and tap). Over the course of the 

summer, participants learn to 

respect the discipline of dance as 

a physical activity which also 

gives them creative expression.  

In addition, MACH/AileyCampÊ 

offers these youngsters an 

opportunity to improve their social 

skills. Counselors teach the 

youngsters how to deal with peer 

pressure, sexual responsibility, 

drug and alcohol abuse,  

interpersonal relationships and 

alternatives to violence.  

The campers present, to the 

community, a performance 

highlighting the dance disciplines 

they have experienced.  
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é One Unforgettable Summer 
  

 

 

 

Camp Registration 
in Process 

 

Just a reminderé 
 
 

Registration for summer camp 

is currently in process. 

 

Camp applications are 

available on our website. Visit 

www.musicandartscenter.org  

to download applications. 

 

For additional information, 

contact Frank Derico  

at ext. 224. 

arts education is an effective learning tool to close the achievement gap that 
hindering disadvantaged Americans. MACHôs programs focus on building self-
esteem, developing a sense of community and fostering the discovery of individual 
talents. For more information about MACHôs summer programs, contact the Program 
Director, Frank Derico, at 203.366.3300 ext. 224. 

  

 

 

Neighborhood Studios is a job-training 

program in the arts for 14-19 year olds 

from the Greater Bridgeport area 

interested in pursuing higher education 

and careers in the arts. The program 

lasts six weeks and participants are 

exposed to many professional and 

creative opportunities.  

Participants receive training in visual, 

performing, media and design arts. In 

addition, during their studio intensives, 

apprentices take part in professional 

and personal development workshops 

such as resume writing, portfolio 

development, history, self-promotion, 

arts resources, and team building.  

As part of their participation in the 

program, participants receive a stipend, 

paid every two weeks. At the end of the 

six-week program the young artists 

present an end of camp art exhibit and a 

performance to showcase their talents. 

Visually handicapped students from 

around the country attend this one-week 

intensive program to study Braille music, 

theory, and the music technology 

necessary for the advanced study of 

music at the college level. Designed to 

prepare students to transition into the 

college environment, this week-long 

seminar, held at the Overbrook School 

for the Blind in Philadelphia, features 

both individual and group classes in 

Braille music and the use of the computer 

to submit written assignments, as well as 

tutoring in music theory and related skills. 

Other activities include attending events 

on campus, cookouts, group music 

activities, and outings to concerts and 

Philadelphiaôs cultural centers. Upon 

completion of this academic and musical 

experience, students depart with a new 

knowledge of resources, a confidence 

inspired by practicing college living, and a 

network of mentors and friends to provide 

help and encouragement as they 

continue their education. 

http://www.musicandartscenter.org/
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Are you an online 
shopper? 

Congratulations Steffi! 

April 2, 2009 ï If you are an online shopper 
and would like to help MACH, consider 
joining the iGive.com network. iGive.com is 
an Internet company whose goal is to 
enable the economic power of individuals to 
benefit non-profit organizations through their 
consumer transactions. iGive members 
shop online at hundreds of well-known 
merchants like L.L.Bean, Lands End, 
Barnes and Noble, 1-800-PetMeds, 
Overstock.com, Pottery Barn, and even 
Sears, Macyôs, and J.C.Penny. For every 
purchase you make through the iGive site, 
the merchant will donate a percentage of 
the purchase price to your favorite cause 
(MACH). 
  
Membership with iGive is free and totally 
private. Simply visit www.iGive.com/MACH  
to enroll and designate the Music and Arts 
Center for Humanity as your cause. Then, 
whenever you shop online, use the iGive 
Mall to access merchant websites. Itôs that 
easyéand itôs free! 

April 15, 2009 ï World renowned 
Westport artist, and MACH instructor, 
Steffi Friedman is the recipient of a 
2009 Distinguished Advocate Award. 
The award, presented annually by the 
Connecticut Commission for Culture 
and Tourism, recognizes Connecticut 
residents who, on a voluntary basis, 
ñwork to strengthen, preserve and 
promote the arts, history, film and 
tourism in the state and have made a  

significant impact on one or more 
organizations or made important 
contributions to their communities, 
regions or the state.ò Ms. Friedman 
was recognized specifically for her 
work at MACH and ñher lifelong 
commitment to helping emerging 
artists.ò The award was presented 
April 15

th
 by Governor M. Jodi Rell 

at a ceremony at the Legislative 
Office Building in Hartford. 

End of School Recital  

Join us   

Saturday, May 16
th

 

2pm to 5:30pm  

at  

John Winthrop School  

85 Eckart Street  

Bridgepor t, CT  

 

All school programs will perform  
 

A Note from the Board: 

 

 

 
Itôs a Family Affair --- 
 
Take a look at this marvelous photo, a picture of two of the 
granddaughters of Dorothy and Fred Freedman.  Dood is our 
Secretary, the woman who is responsible for introducing me to 
MACH, and a passionate believer in our Mission.   Samantha 
and Kasey are revealing a órite of passageôða moment when 
their beanie baby collection can be enjoyed by younger 
children.  The ñfruitsò of their labor ï the sale depicted, will go 
to the Music and Arts Center for Humanity in Bridgeport, the 
Arts organization so close to the hearts of their Mother and 
Grandmother.  
 

     I invite you to consider the reach of the lesson, the sense of 

the meaning of early giving and philanthropy that is handed 
down through the generations.  What an important moment!  
Our Mission is contagious and easy to convey in what we say 
and what we do.  There is indeed brightness to our future. 
 
     That future depends on all of us. As we continue to 
implement the Strategic Plan at MACH, the search goes on to 
introduce new supporters to our programs and goals.  Always 
on my mind at this time of year  is a review of the classes and  
events of the season thatôs closing.   Many young people were  
 

 
 
introduced to the beauty and wonder of the Arts.   It was 
celebrated magnificently at our Pat Hart luncheon in honor 
of Steffi Friedman and with the exuberant community 
performance of Ailey II.  Now itôs on to Adopt-a Camper and 
our summer camps.  I urge you to visit them during July to 
see so many aspects of MACH in action.  I hope to greet 
you there. 

                                    Joan Rosenbaum  
                              Board Chair 

 

May

16 
 

http://www.igive.com/MACH

