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Steffi Friedman to Receive 2008 Pat Hart Service Award 

September 20, 2008-The Music and 
Arts Center for Humanity is proud to 
announce that Ms. Steffi Friedman, 
renowned Westport artist and teacher, 
has been selected as this year's 
recipient of the Pat Hart Service Award. 
Since 1998 the award, named for 
MACH founder Patricia Hart, has been 
given annually in recognition of an 
individual's, or an organization's, 
generosity and dedication to arts 
education.  

"We are extremely delighted to Honor 
Steffi Friedman as the sole recipient of 
the 2008 Pat Hart Service Award," said 
Executive Director/CEO Dr. Donald 
Rainone. "Rarely do you find a 
volunteer with the artistic talent and 
teaching experience  Ms. Freidman 
possesses. She has displayed an 
unmatched  willingness to share her 
valuable time and  to conduct herself in 
the most caring and professional 
fashion  as she labors  to develop the 
talents of our young artists. She is a 
treasure and we are blessed to have 

her as one of our 3-D instructors."  

A graduate of the Pratt Institute, with 
post-graduate work at Columbia 
University and the Silvermine School of 
Art, Ms. Friedman is known as a 
sensitive artist who focuses on motion 
and emotion. Versatile in her choice of 
medium, she is well known for her 
portraiture and figurative sculpture.  
Ms. Friedman is a member of the 
International Sculpture Center, a board 
member of the Society of Ct. Sculptors, 
an Associate Member of the National 
Sculpture Society, was featured in 
Who's Who of American Women 1995 
and1996, and has taught privately in 
her own studio for thirty years. 

Ms. Friedman began teaching sculpture 
at MACH as an experiment.  She knew a 
little about the Music and Arts Center for  

 

medium, however given their artistic 
gifts and their instructorôs own 
extraordinary talents, the results were 
magnificent. In a 2007 interview with 
the Connecticut Post, Ms. Friedman 
described her MACH class as "... 
more gifted than I've seen in a long 
time. They're all outstanding, 
hardworking young people." 
 
Ms. Friedman will receive her award 
at MACH's Pat Hart Service Award 
Luncheon, held at noon on October 
29th at Testoôs. The luncheon helps 
raise the funds necessary to support 
MACHôs arts programs for the 
children of the greater Bridgeport 
area. Honorary co-chairs for this 
year's luncheon are Claire Gordon 
and Carol Hallac. If you would like  
further information about the Pat Hart 
Luncheon, to purchase tickets, or to 
make a donation please call 203-366-

3300, extension 230. 

 
For additional information regarding Ms. 
Friedman's works visit www.steffifriedman.com 

Humanity located in Bridgeport, but had 
never met any of the students, nor seen 
the facility.  Harold Levine, then 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
MACH, convinced her to give it a try.  
The class was a part of the 
Neighborhood Studios program which 
provides gifted and talented Bridgeport 
area teens with professional training in 
the arts.  The six students in Ms. 
Friedmanôs first class had no prior 
experience with the various sculpture 
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Performance Outstanding 

August 6, 2008 ï It was standing-room 
only at the Playhouse on the Green as 
MACH Campers presented an original 
musical, ñEnviron-Mental Concernsò, to 
an audience of enthusiastic supporters. 
To the rhythm of African drums, and a 
few more modern numbers, troops of 
Litter Bugs, Pollution Police, and the 
members of the Garbage Crew Band 
sang and danced in an effort to remind 
their audience that an individualôs actions 
have a direct effect on the Earth, the 
atmosphere, and the Universe.  
 
ñThis was one of the best performances 
in recent memory. The students really 
took to the theme, and you could tell that 
the kids had a great time performing,ò 
said Program Director, Frank Derico. 
ñThe MACH Camp teachers and staff 
would like to thank the parents and 
families, DCF, Child Guidance and all of 
the other agencies for their support of 
MACH Camp and making it a resounding 
success.ò 
 

 

 

 

  Photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

 
MACH/AileyCampers Shine at Edgerton 

August 7, 2008 - In spite of the storm 
raging outside, Edgerton Hall was 
packed with parents, friends, and MACH 
supporters who had come to see this 
yearôs MACH/Ailey Campers perform 
their end of summer program. Always an 
exceptional evening, this yearôs 
performance was remarkable. 
 
As part of the celebration of the 50

th
 

anniversary of the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater the campers performed  
ñBukedò, which was choreographed by 
Alvin Ailey. Other numbers included 
ñChasing the Dreamò, ñP.S. Pass It Onò 
(a West African number accompanied by 
the MACH Cultural Drummers),  ñSunset 
Riotò, and ñCircle of Lifeò. Several original 
AileyCamper poems, with dance 
interpretations, were also presented.  
 
ñThe AileyCamp Dance Recital was a 
remarkable demonstration of the benefits 
to be had from dance and creative 
communication instruction,ò said 
Executive Director/CEO Dr. Donald 
Rainone. 
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NS Jazz & Dance Students Rock Downtown Cabaret  

Photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

August 6, 2008 - The Downtown Cabaret Theater 
shook with applause for Neighborhood Studios 
students as they presented their end-of-summer 
performance for the Jazz and Dance Ensembles. 
Tickets were sold out, and every table was full when 
the performance started. 
 
Dance numbers included a suite of numbers entitled 
ñThe Elementsò which provided dances representing 
Air, Fire, Water and Earth, as well as interpretations of 
several original poems. Additionally, original Hip Hop 
numbers representing a number of countries including 
America, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, India, and Japan. The 
Jazz Ensemble, a contemporary and jazz music group, 
presented a selection of numbers including ñWhatôs 
Going Onò, ñFreddie the Freeloaderò, ñHigher Groundò, 
ñSoldier Songò, ñOrdinary Peopleò, and ñWhyò (with 
vocalists). 

  

  

NS Art Show at City Lights Gallery  

August 8, 2008 ï City Lights Gallery played host to the 
friends and relations of MACHôs Neighborhood Studios 
visual artists tonight, celebrating the end of another 
successful summer apprentice program. The collection, 
entitled ñGreen and All the Colors in Betweenò, 
showcased a variety of works by twenty-two student 
artists in support of MACHôs summer theme of ñGoing 
Greenò. Works displayed included batik banners, 
collages and other items made from recycled materials, 
photographs, drawings, and paintings. 
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               Did you happen to catch a performance? 
You never know where MACH performers will turn up. This summer 
the Neighborhood Studios Dancers performed the opening number 
at the Levitt Pavilion in Westport on July 27th as well as performing 
at 3030 Park on the afternoon of July 30th. Keep your eyes open for 
more performances by this talented troupe. 


