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Joan Rosenbaum to Lead MACH as Board Chair 
May 1, 2008 - The Music and Arts Center for 

Humanity (MACH) is pleased to announce 

that Ms. Joan Rosenbaum has been elected to 

the position of Chairman of the Board of 

Directors. Prior to this announcement Ms. 

Rosenbaum, a longtime Trumbull resident, 

held several Board responsibilities at MACH, 

including Program Chair and Vice-Chairman 

of the Board. 

 

Ms. Rosenbaum graduated with a Bachelor of 

Arts from Mount Holyoke College, South 

Hadley, Massachusetts with a major 

concentration in Music, and received a Master 

of Social Work (MSW) from New York 

University. She enjoyed a career as a School 

Social Worker in the Trumbull Public School 

System, retiring in 1999. She was married to 

Dr. Nathan Rosenbaum for 51 years, has two 

children and four grandchildren. 

An active member of the community, Ms. 

Rosenbaum served on the Board of 

Directors of Jewish Federation of Eastern 

Fairfield County and as Chair of the Board 

of Jewish Family Service. Currently she 

serves as the Secretary of the Mount 

Holyoke College Club of Bridgeport and 

Class Agent for the College. She has also 

served as a member of the Trumbull 

Diversity Committee since its inception in 

the aftermath of the Los Angeles riots 

(1992). 
 

Dr. Donald Rainone, Executive 

Director/CEO says, ñJoan brings a unique 

blend of music, social work and business 

expertise to her position of Chair.  We are 

honored and pleased that she will be 

working with us to bring arts education to 

Bridgeport children.ò 

 

Photo: MACHôs new Board Chairperson, Joan 
Rosenbaum, smiles for the camera.  
For the last two years Ms. Rosenbaum has  
served as Vice-Chairperson of MACHôs Board of 
Directors. 

MACH @ McKinley Celebration Soars with ñFlying Freeò 
January 25, 2008 ï Participants of the 

MACH @ McKinley After School Program 

performed their original musical, entitled 

ñFlying Free,ò today for an audience of 

proud parents, siblings, and friends. 

Throughout the first semester of the MACH 

@ McKinley program students have 

participated in Visual Arts, Cultural 

Drumming, Theater, and Dance classes. The 

students wrote poems, learned dance and 

drumming routines, and created their 

costumes and props to correspond with a 

flight theme in their classes. 

 

Each group focused on a different 

interpretation of flight. They worked to bring 

what they learned to life in their stage plays 

about breaking boundaries, fulfilling their 

dreams, discovering positive role models, 

and studying the inventors of flight. 

Now in its second year, the MACH @ 

McKinley program has proven that 

participation in the arts does, indeed, 

support critical thinking skills and creative 

thought. The program was expressly 

developed to integrate the arts into the 

traditional classroom curriculum. ñWe are 

lucky to be in this beautiful building with 

so many enrichment programs for our 

students,ò said McKinley principal Dr. 

Dale Bernardoni. ñFor the second year the 

Music and Arts Center for Humanity, 

funded by the United Way, has provided a 

wonderful curriculum of art, cultural 

drumming, theater and dance.ò 

 

The MACH @ McKinley After School 

Program will continue through the 

remainder of the school year. A different 

theme, focusing on inventions, will be 

used for the new semester. 

Photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

 

 

   

Photos: MACH @ McKinley student performance featured original works by the students. At top, students use dance to express the freedom of flight. In 
middle, students donned masks representing birds. At left, students ñflyò kites. At center, cultural drumming. At right, ñlighter than airò balloons.  
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Three Great CampséOne Unforgettable Summer 

March 31, 2008 - Schools will soon be out for the summer and hundreds of Bridgeportôs youth will be faced with three months 

of ñvacation.ò  However for 200 kids from the Greater Bridgeport area it is an opportunity to attend one of MACHôs nationally 

recognized summer camp programs. A summer spent at a MACH Summer Camp is a potentially life-changing alternative to a 

summer spent ñhanging out.ò Studies show that arts education is an effective learning tool to close the achievement gap 

hindering disadvantaged Americans. The programs focus on building self-esteem, developing a sense of community and 

fostering the discovery of individual talents. For more information contact the Program Director, Frank Derico, at 366-3300 

ext. 224. 

  

Photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

 

 

 
 

 

Known as the ñCamp for Everyoneò, 

MACH Camp builds its program 

around the performing and visual arts. 

This is a unique six-week summer day 

camp for children ages 6 to 16 where 

youngsters with special needs can 

interact and form friendships with their 

non-disabled peers. The theme-based 

curriculum allows students to 

participate in theater, dance, music and 

visual arts classes. Students rotate 

through all four disciplines throughout 

the week. All of the disciplines are 

featured in an original play that the 

children and staff perform at the end of 

camp.  

In addition to their classes, campers 

take field trips, participate in 

recreational activities and have the 

opportunity to make lasting friendships 

in a safe and secure setting.  

 

 
 

MACH/AileyCampÊ is a summer 

day camp run in partnership with the 

internationally renowned Alvin Ailey 

American Dance Theatre. Campers 

take part in four dance disciplines 

(ballet, modern, jazz and tap). Over 

the course of the summer, 

participants learn to respect the 

discipline of dance as a physical 

activity which also gives them 

creative expression.  

In addition, MACH/AileyCampÊ 

offers these youngsters an 

opportunity to improve their social 

skills. Counselors teach youngsters 

how to deal with peer pressure, drug 

and alcohol abuse, sexual 

responsibility, interpersonal 

relationships and alternatives to 

violence.  

The campers present, to the 

community, a performance 

highlighting the dance disciplines 

they have experienced.  

 

 

Neighborhood Studios is a job-

training program in the arts for 14-19 

year olds from the Greater Bridgeport 

area interested in pursuing higher 

education and careers in the arts. The 

program lasts six weeks and 

participants are exposed to many 

professional and creative 

opportunities.  

Participants receive training in visual, 

performing, media and design arts. In 

addition, during their studio 

intensives, apprentices take part in 

professional and personal 

development workshops such as 

resume writing, portfolio 

development, history, self-promotion, 

arts resources, and team building.  

As part of their participation in the 

program, participants receive a 

stipend, paid every two weeks. At the 

end of the six-week program the 

young artists present an end of camp 

art exhibit and a performance to 

showcase their talents. 
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Buy a Smileé 

Adopt a Camper  
 

March 22, 2008 - Learning doesnôt stop 
at the end of the school year. Here at 
MACH dedicated young artists look 
forward to spending their summer 
refining their talents. Whether it is 
mastering a complicated dance routine 
in MACH/AileyCamp, memorizing lines 
for a play in MACH Camp, or 
developing a project from conception to 
completion as an apprentice in the 
Neighborhood Studios, MACH campers 
are busy learning all summer long.  
 
Of course, nobody said that learning 
canôt be fun. And there is plenty of fun 
at MACH camps: field trips, recreational 
activities, and just the fun of doing 
something with your friends.  Itôs an 
experience that we want every child to 
have. 
 
 It costs about $1500 to give a child a 
summer at one of MACHôs camps.  ñWe 
want as many children as possible to be 
able to attend camp this summer,ò said 
CEO Dr. Donald Rainone. ñThatôs why 
the Adopt a Camper Appeal is so 
important.ò  
 
This year, funding is particularly 
tight and we are making a special 
appeal on behalf of the children. 
Wonôt you help give a child a 
summer full of fun and learning? 
 

 

 

2008 Summer 
Institute Date Set 

March 1, 2008 ï David Goldstein, director 

of MACHôs National Resource Center for 

Blind Musicians announced that this yearôs 

Summer Institute for Blind College Bound 

Musicians will be held July 13th to 19
th
. 

The site for the Summer Institute will be 

the Overbrook School for the Blind in 

Philadelphia, PA, a popular location 

blending the architecture of the 1890s with 

todayôs technology. 

 

The Summer Institute offers instruction in 

Braille music and the skill set that blind 

students will need to fully participate in 

music theory classes at the college level.  

Student days are filled with tutoring in 

theory and related skills, group 

instrumental and voice activities, use of  

the computer for completing written 

assignments, and a variety of recreational 

activities including cookouts and trips to 

nearby Philadelphia sights. 

 

Sighted teachers are also invited to take 

part in the Summer Institute to receive 

training in teaching Braille music, using 

technology to transcribe music, and 

observe students in a training environment.  

 

For more information regarding the 

Summer Institute, or any of the other 

National Resource Center for Blind 

Musicians programs, contact David 

Goldstein at 203.366.3300 extension 229 

or email info@blindmusicstudent.org. 
 

Photos courtesy of Tim Macauley 

  

  

Photos: Above left, students enjoy the campus at Overbrook. Above right, mastering computer 
software is a key component of the program. Middle left, students working in a group. Middle right, 
two students rehearse.  Lower left, students relax in lounge area. Lower right, 2007 Summer Institute 
attendees and staff. 
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MACH/AileyCamp® Celebrates 10
th
 Anniversary 

April 2, 2008 - This summer marks the 10
th
 

Anniversary of MACH/AileyCamp®, one of 

three signature summer programs offered to 

the children of Greater Bridgeport.  

Developed in 1989 by Alvin Ailey and the 

members of the Kansas City Friends of Alvin 

Ailey to help at-risk children ages eleven to 

fourteen, the program was brought to MACH  

by then Board Chairperson Harold Levine in 

1998.  

 

The arts, especially dance, are tools used to 

develop the campersô self-esteem, creativity, 

communication and critical-thinking skills. 

Campers are challenged to excel through the 

four ñAôsò ï Acceptance, Attention,  

Appreciation, and Affection. As a result, 

students develop important life-skills ï

such as self-discipline, decision making, 

cooperation, goal setting and achievement 

ï at a time in their lives when these skills  

are most needed.  

April Arts Fun Day Not ñTaxingò 
April 15, 2008 ï It may be ñTax Dayò 

everywhere else, but here at MACH it was an 

arts day for the visually impaired.  Shouts of 

ñHiò and ñHowôve you been?ò rang through 

the halls as students greeted one another. The 

students were welcomed by National 

Resource Center for the Blind Director, 

David Goldstein. Visiting instructor Dave 

Simpson, himself legally blind, taught a 

cooking lesson where students made fudge 

for their dessert. Then it was on to some fun 

with technology, which included ñspeakingò 

with a friend in London via computer using 

SkypeÊ software, reading blogs and 

downloading music. The last part of the 

morning was spent learning the latest Hip 

Hop steps in the dance room. A pizza lunch 

with some good conversation and the 

students broke out into smaller focus groups: 

art, dance, cultural drumming, or a jam 

session. Students had time to attend two 

focus groups of their choosing before it was 

time to catch their buses and leave. 

 

ñOne of the greatest issues these young 

people face is to find ways to gain 

acceptance and fulfillment socially, to know 

of activities they can do on their own or with 

others,ò said Goldstein. ñOur goal is to give 

them experiences that enable them to have a 

positive outlook and give them the ability to 

function confidently in all areas of their 

lives.ò 

  

  

Photos: Clockwise from upper left, Dave Simpson shows students how to use the Internet to chat with a 
friend in London, Jack Davis teaches cultural drumming class, a student practices a tricky rhythm, while 
another student experiments with clay. 

 
Photo: Visiting students pose with Ms. Steffi 
Friedman and MACH student-artist Kilo. 

German Student-Artists Tour MACH 
March 29, 2008 ï World renowned artist Steffi Friedman makes friends wherever she goes.  

Her unique ability to bond with young artists resulted in a visit to MACH headquarters of 

five young German artists. The young artists toured MACHôs facilities with Ms. Friedman, 

Program Director Frank Derico, and MACH student-artist Kilo.  

 

Like students everywhere, the visitors compared notes on various programs and offerings, 

including options for continuing their studies and developing careers. Ms. Friedman 

presided over the discussion, providing guidance and the benefit of her expertise. ñThis 

was a wonderful opportunity for our Bridgeport artists to gain an international perspective 

on a career in the arts,ò said Derico. ñ 


