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Music Zone & Waltersville Arts Students Perform at Holiday Program

December 21, 2007Fifty MACH Music Zone Bridgeport schools. The progam was
and Waltersville Arts students were among ' created in 2002 in response to
performers at t hi s overwhelmingneed for music lessons fc
Elementary School Christmas, Hanukkah, ¢ economically disadvantaged childre
Kwanzaa program. Music Zone viola studel The Waltersville Arts program is an-ir
performed theFrench Holiday Songnd their school arts education program run
version of Jingle Bell Rock while violin MACH which, in addition to the stringe:
students presentedolly Old St. Nicholas instrument classes, fefs students classe
Jingle Bells andfiMi ssi ssi fwpghe in Ballet and Cultural Drumming
audience of proud parents, teachers, and fel Principal Ann deBernard praises the
schoolmates. The cultural drumming cle prograns, noting improvements irthe
teamed with selected students to provide ¢ hi | dr e n-ésteem, dneréased
explanation of Kwanzaa. Also included in tl attendance, and positive social behavio
program were several holiday selectonsby iwWe are so proud
cello students and a selectiofrom the participating n this holiday program
Nutcrackerperformed by the ballet class. Some of todaybs pe
students, but many are new to Mus
MACH® Music Zoneprogram funded by Johr Zone and t he Arts
Mayer 6s B ac k ptoadesYsmail explained Program Coordinator Simol

group lessons irstringed instrumentsviolin, Wa u g h . ATheyodve a
viola, and cellg to 80 childrerin two master the material, and their dedicati
slows . 0

iy

photos courtesy of David LaBianca

MACH Students Perform at

December 15, 20077 In what is becoming a holiday traditiol ' - At left, Jeremiah Dorvil plays a saxophone solo
Mitchell 6s of Westport inv - : fff'rmM;‘.Itccnfl'D'r‘r’n;rsMth’ppe”
their holiday shoppersJeremiah Dorviplayed hissaxophone Eﬂeerged'sJV;CLeDa\ljisl’J gaba“Jidi S;vis,e;zaTenisi
both solo and in a@uet with Program Director Frank Deric Davis await their performance.

J e r e msisteh &arah, performed several pieces on

violin. Former student, and now teacher, Melissa Mer
sang traditional Christmas carols andauopanied herself or
the piano. Melissa also joined with Jack Davis, Tenisi Da @
and Baba Jide Davis in an African Drums session.

Board Chairman Harold Levinstated W@ are so gratefu
that Bill Mitchell extenced thre invitation for our studentgo
bring their music from Bridgeport to Westport. The Mitch
family is an extraordinary example of how corpor:
phil anthropy can help enri

photos courtesy of David LaBianca
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Distance Not an Issue for National Resource Center

Januaryll, 2087 Not everyone can travel ti
Connecticut for instruction at MACH
headquarters, or spend a week atNagional
Re s o ur c eSu@men ingtituted fer Blind
Coll ege Bound Musici
stop them from learning to read Braille mus
says National Resource Center for Blin
Musicians (NRCBM) Director  David
Goldstein. Beginning in 2001 with ahree

year grant from the National Endowment f
the Arts, matched by the NEC Foundation
America and several other foundatiofisr

funding Goldsteinhas conistently exploral

ways in whichtoday's technology W allow

the NRCBM to work with students an
teachers online. The most significant resul
a web site, www.blindmusicstudent.org, whi
puts Goldstein and his network of mentdrs
touch with studentsand teachershroughout
the country andiroundthe world.fiVery soon
we expect to be working with college stude!
using voicechat software and systems t
allow music to be sent to refreshalBeaille

displays © states Buturle
possibilities ould include online courses fc

teacher®

The future of distance learning lool
promising, but for some the need

immediate. Goldstein tells of the Resourc
Center6s mo s t recen
James Bryant of Rochester, lllinois. #and
teacherof ten years Bryantbegan2008 with

the reaching of a long awaited milestor
With his newly acquired guide dog at his sic
Bryantwalked to the Rochester middle scho
and with Braille book in hand, took u
teaching class after a twear absence. M
Bryant lost most of his sight two years a
from a degenerative eye disease. The scl
promisedBryantthat if he could find a way tc
resume his work, it would hold the job open

until he was ready.

Married and the father of two, Mr. Bryal
had pleity of motivation to work hard. Ir
a year and a half, he went throu
rehabilitation, learne®raille, and receivec
training for a guide dog. The questic
remained, how would he learn to re
music andmaster thestrategies that woulc
allow him to teactclasses of up to thirty
children? A counselor at the lllinoi
Commission for the blind consulted

professional blind musician in the are
The musicianknew all about MACH's
National Resource Center foBlind

Musicians and had actually been a mer
andguest speaker at severaltbé Summer
Institutes. Based orher recommendation
the state drew up a contract, and sir
Septemberthe NRCBMhas been working
with Mr. Bryant through distance learning

In Mr. Bryant's case, the most practic
technology for providing oneonone
instruction has turned out to be tl
speakerphone. NRCBM teacher Dave
Simpson works with Mr. Bryant two time
a week providing instructionfrom his
office in Pennsylvania Together they reau
music exercises, often with Mr. Bryal
reading the Braille with one hand whi
playing a pocket trumpet with the othe
Instruction is also given in producing pril
and Braille music by computer. Tt
Resource Center's network of mentors |
come in handy for finding other blin
schoolteaches for Mr. Bryant to talk to
and locate transcribers to produce |1
materials he needs.

Currently, Mr. Bryant is teaching one cla
two days a week. It will be anothgear

Above, NRCBM director David Goldstein with a
Braille transcriber.

before heis ready for the full workload
But thanks to MACH, Mr. Bryant is well ot
his way and proud to once again lxelping
with the family income.

The National Resource Center, directe
by David Goldstein, is MACH's national
arm to help blind musicians reachetr
educational goals. Originally conceived
to help students preparing to study musi
in college, it has become a clearinghous
for people of all ages. Questions ma
come from a piano teacher working with ¢
five-yearold, or a senior citizen
wondering low to continue reading music
with low vision. Its Summer Institute,
held at the Overbrook School for the
Blind in Philadelphia, brings high school
and college students from around thi
country to learn the Braille music code,
specialized technology, andrategies for
handling college level music theory.

Ninth MACH/AileyCamp Reunion

Music and Arts Center for Humanity

Decembem, 2007 i A busload of camper:
set off from MACH headquarters @
Barnum Avenue at 10:30 this mornir
destined for New York City. The plan
To enjoy a browrbag lurch, some
Acatching up o ti
performance of the Alvin Ailey Americal
Dance Theater. It was the ninth annt
MACHY/AileyCamp reunion, and the
students were looking forward to gettir
together.

Tickets for the performance at the City
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Center Theater on West 58 St. were
provided free of charge for the camper:
and their chaperones by the Alvin Ailey
Dance Theater. The program includet
excerpts fromPas de Duke, The Golden
Section, the Company Premiere of
Firebird, and the World Premiere dfhe
Groove To Nobodyds

AThi s tevdics opportunity for the
students to experience a professional
performance 0 said Fra
Program Director.



Renowned Westport Artist Teaches NS Sculpture Class

November 15, 2007 Steffi Friedman, ar
internationally recognized sculptor, beg
teaching the class almost as an experim
Ms. Friedman knew a little about the Mus
and Arts Center for Humanity located
Bridgeport, but had never met any of t
students, nor seen the facility. Harc
Leving the Chairman of the Board ¢
Directors of MACH, convinced her to givke
a try. He did a very good job of convincir
since this i s Ms .
donating not only her expertise but all t
materials for the sculpture class.

This class is gart of the MACH Neigh
borhood Studios program which provid
gifted and talented Bridgeport teens with

professional training in the arts. The ¢
students in MsFr i edmanos
prior experiencewith the various sculpture
medium, however givertheir artistic gifts
andtheii nstructorés ow
have been magnificent.

Since last May the students have be
learning the technique of creating rubk
molds in order to reproduce their wor
According to Ms. Friedman, this is a lab
intensive process where a sculpture
created then painted with six coats of ligt
rubber. Altodos a t

the second year of college level art class
any of my students could now get a job it
foundry, 0 sai d pMmse

of this class is to teach students how
produce commercially viable sculpture,
thiscaseplantersBecause of
talent, Ms.Friedman was able to teach reli
sculpture in addition to the rubber mo
technique.

The planters caged by MACH studentt
wereon sale at EARTHPLACE in Westpo
as part of Ms . Fri

Sunday, December"® The show include
original sculpture, the planters and studi
designedTs hirts. AlIl si
students wre on handto answer question
about their work. Proceeds from the sal
wereshared by the students and MACH

MACH on the Move: Lease for 999 Broad Street Signed

November 29, 2007 Harold Levine of
Westport and Joan Rosenbaum, of Trumb
co-chairs of the Music rad Arts Center for
Humanity, announced today that the City h
approved a lease for MACH to occuj
approximately 15,000 sq. ft. on the first flo
of 999 Broad Street. This is the first time tt
an arts facility for children will be housed in
municipal building, another first for
Bridgeport. The space will be mevatedto
accommodate arts studios, dance stud
music practice rooms, a sculptor studio, ¢
other facilities to be utilized by the children
Bridgeport.

Presently located at 510 Barnumekwe,

MACH will be able to provide expande
arts facilities for all children in Bridgepor
and the surrounding area. Mr. Levine said
w
greater number of children and create
synergy with the artists living irhé Read ¢
the
Housatonic Art Gallery, and the new Bijc
movie house, all within walking distance
our new space. By creating a new a
excitement in downtown Bridgeport we wi
the econon

AWith this space

Building, the Bridgeport Library,

stimulate
already

be able to

developne n t on

This year MACH is celebrating its 3Q/ear

of providing arts enrichment to the

Photo: On the day before leaving office, Mayor John Fabrizzi signs a lease with Music and Arts Center for

Humanity (MACH) to occupy space in the City Hall Annex at 999 Broad Street while CEO/Executive

Director Dr. Donald Rainone looks on.

Photo courtesy of David LaBianca
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children of Bridgeport, so necessary
their development and maturity. |
addition to the programs that will take
place in the new location, MACH i
continue to provide arts enrichment in t
public schools, as well as after school &
summer camp progr a
MACH will conduct four summer cam|
programs: AileyCamp for middle schoi
children, MACH Camp for bott
handicapped and nemandicgped
children, Neighborhood Studios fc
talented high school students, and
Summer Institute for the Blind College
bound Musician§ the only program of its
kind in the country.

The Magic Recorder Visits
Bridgeport School

January 8, 20081 The Music and Arts
Center for Humanity sponsoredan
American Classical Orchestpgrfornance
of The Magic Recordema t Brid
Waltersville School. Featuring recordel
virtuoso Horacio Frare and Maestro
Thomas Crawford playing the harpsichpi
The Magic Recorderis part of the
o r ¢ h e@assical Blssic for Kids series

The American ClassicaDrchestra is one
of only a few orchestras dedicated t
performing the music of the f7to 19"
century on period instruments. The
Classical Music for Kids series, part of tl
orchestrads educa
program, has reached over 200,0
students since its inception eight years a



We know how it is. All of the hustle and bustle of
the holiday seasonétoo
enough time to get them all done. So when the

|l etter arrived, announ
Appeal and asking you to donate, maybe you
put it aside and then forgot about it.

Pl ease, wonét y mowtdleoka
this photograph taken

MACH/AileyCamp recital? If you look closely,
you can see the determination of students who
have worked hard to perfect their skills. You
can see the tremendous discipline required by
dance training, the teamwork of working in close
coordination with peers. Perhaps most of all,
you see on the faces of these young artists, the
thrill of performing on stage and the tremendous
boost to self-confidence that comes along with
it. This is the difference that MACH makes in the
lives of our students.

Arts education is not just a luxury. Research
shows it to be an effective learning tool to close
the achievement gap hindering disadvantaged
Americans. For ma h WAGHf
is a survival tool 7 building self-esteem, a sense
of community, and discovery of individual
talents. Finally, by supporting learning and
personal growth through the arts, we reward our
entire community with a new generation of
artists, creative thinkers, and productive
citizens.

For over 30 years MACHO snique approach to
arts education has provided classes that are
open to all school aged children in the
Bridgeport community, including those with
disabilities, and regardless of ability to pay. Your
gift means music, dance, and art lessons for
children who might otherwise never know these
life-enriching experiences.

The Annual Appeal i s s
too | ate to donate. | f
Appeal envelope, use the donation form on the
last page of this newsletter. Simply complete the
form, attach it to your donation, and send it to

us at 510 Barnum Avenue, 3" Floor, Bridgeport,
CT 06608

Pat Hart Luncheon a Success!

October 11, 2007i Over 120 guest:
gat hered at t h Avgard
Luncheon to hoor Harold Levine, co
chairperson of MAC
for his dedication, hard work, an
leadership on behalf of MACH and tt
greater Bridgeport community.

The luncheon, hel d
included a number of speakers. May
Fabrizzi stopped by to honor Mr. Levine
Governor Rell sent an honorary statem:
that was read and presented to Mr. Lev
by the Director of the Goverr
Southwest Office, Mr. Chris Tymniak.
Congressman Christopher Shays sen
congratulatory letter, which wasresented
to Mr. Levine by Ms. Diana Washingtor
MACH founder, Patricia Hart, told of he
friendship with Mr
and how she was the catalyst for Mr

Levineobs subsequer
MACH.
Mr. Levine spoke on the need f

community ervice and the gres

satisfaction that is derived from helpir
others. He went on to issue a challenge
the audience to give generously, stati
that the Susan Levine Family Trust wol
match all donations pledged at the

IR SV }m

luncheon, effectively doubling ¢hvalue of
their pledges.

Dr. Donald Rainhone, CEO of MACH
presented Mr. Levine with a frame
coll age of MACH

performance photos as a gift from MACI

Mr. Levine was instrumental in th
establi shment of
program.

Dr. Rainone alsgresented a number ¢

MACH friends with Certificates of
Recognition. These individuals wel
fabove and beyond¢

during the recent meetings at City H:
regarding the leasing of the space at ¢
Broad Street. Certificates were awarded
Mr. Peter Hurst, Mr. Pedro Wasmer, M
Jack Davis, Ms. Melissa Merced, M
Mary Jane Foster, Ms. Dora Bustamon
Dr. John J. Ramos, Sr., Governor M. Jc
Rell and Congressman Christopher Shay

The luncheon concluded with a raffle fi
gift certificates genmusly donated by
several local restaurants. Luncheon- «

chairs, Ms. Claire Gordon and Ms. Joy
Pauker, are to be congratulated on a v
successful event.

Clockwise from top left, Pat Hart welcomes everyone to the luncheon, Harold Levine and friends
purchase raffle tickets from luncheon co-chair Joyce Pauker, Dr. Don Rainone presents Melissa
Merced with a certificate of appreciation, and Mayor Fabrizzi addresses the audience with Harold.

S T o C g -
photos courtesy of David LaBianca




COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

Plans for our new headquarters will be on display

Wednesday
February 13"
5:00 PM
at
999 Broad Street

Refreshments T Entertainment

Mayor Finch Welcomes MACH to City Hall Annex

January 4, 2008 At a press conferenc
atterded by Congressman Christoph
Shays, former Mayor John Fabrizi, al
MACH Co-chairman Harold Levine
Mayor Bill Finch formally welcomed
MACH to the City Hall Annex stating
AfiHaving MACH here
Annex will remind all of us in city
government noonly of the importance
of the arts to the economic developme
of the City, but also the importance
the quality of I
Congressman Shays, who suppor
MACH in acquiring over $625,000 i
HUD funds for the project
congratulated Mayor finch, former
Mayor Fabrizi, and the Bridgeport Cit
gover nment on t h
leadership in bringing MACH to

downt own Bridgepo
Mr. Levine announced the selection
CPG Architects for the project. CP
Architects is a leader in muisiector
design in Fairfie
inspired by the dedication and vision
the people at MACH as well as tt
potential of the new site. This is clear
a great opportunity to make a differen
in peopbedsshid |
Princideat CPG

While preliminary plans for the ne\
facilities were on display, a publi
presentation of the plans will beade at
MACH®G Receptiomat 999 Broad Stree
on Wednesday, February"1at 5pm.

Board Reelections

November 20, 2007 On November 8th
the Board of Directors of the Music ar
Arts Center for Humanity held the
annual elections. All of the nin
membes of the Board whose terr
expired in 2007 chose to run for-n
election. It was a unanimous vote

approval for the current Board membe
In a second unanimous vote of approv
Ms. Carol Hallac of Weston was namu
to the Board.

The returning Board nmbers are

Dorothy N. Freedman of Westol
Andrew Hart from New Jersey, Robe
Frost of Stratford, Robert Jacokb
Harold Levine, William Selden o
Westport, and Joan Rosenbaum
Trumbull.

Dr. Donald Rainone, MACH Directo
and CEO said after the meetin
fIMACH is very fortunate to have suc
a loyal Board of Directors. This spea
to our current stability and readiness 1
future growth. o
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CCT Grant Awarded

November 20, 2007 The Music and Arts
Center for Humanity (MACH has been
awarded a supplemental grant from t
Connecticut Commission on Culture al
Tourism (CCT). The $25,227 grant is ftl
result of Governor I
legislative appropriation for fiscal year 2008.

Since 1977 MACH has provided a igty of
music, art and dance classes after sch
during the summer, on Saturdays and
partnership with public schools. This ye
MACH is also offering classes fdhoseadults
whose children are e
programs.

The CCT grant may & used for geners
operating activities.

Carol Hallac Elected to

Board of Directors
November20, 20077 Weston resident Carc
Hall ac has joined MA
Ms. Hallac, a longime supporte of the Music
and Arts Center for Humanity,has a
background in counseling and has worked w
the Board of Family ReEntry, a Connecticl
based organization whose goal is to rehabilit
ex-offenders through counseling and j
training. In her spare timeMs. Hallac enjoys
singing, sculpting, painting, drawing, walkin
gymnastics, skiing, reading, and traveling. £
lives with her husband Albert in Weston.



