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MACH is on the Move!

July 2, 2007-In a dramatic vote the
Bridgeport City Council gave its approval for
MACH to lease space in the City Hall Annex
located at 999 Broad Street. This was the
result of countless hours of work on the part
of MACH staff, the Board of Directors and
numerous MACH fans. It should be noted
that MACH had the support of local
government, business, religious and civic
leaders every step of the way.

In the coming weeks the lease will be
finalized, architectural plans completed and
renovations will begin. MACH will be
investing over one million dollars to create a
fitting environment for our arts programs.

We are looking forward to a busy summer
and will keep you informed on the progress
at our new home.

MACH Dancers Perform at Ellsworth Field

June 10, 2007 i The MACH Hip
Hop Dancers were out and about
again, this time performing at
Ellsworth Field as part of this
k Roc
festival, organized annually by the
Black Rock Community Council,
featured a 5K run, a parade, and a
variety of activities and
performances to promote
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Bridgeport and the Black Rock

area.
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[Black Rock Community] Council
invited
Program Coordinator and Hip Hop
Dance Instructor, Simone Waugh.
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The MACH Hip Hop Dancers are a
popular performance group. Watch
for other area performances.

MACH Hip Hop Dancers perform under the
trees at Ellsworth Field.

End of Year Recitals Attract Families and Friends

June 12, 2007 1 Each year MACH students
celebrate the end of the school year by
performing for their families and friends. The
end-of-school recitals are a tradition that
allows the children to demonstrate the skills
they have acquired throughout the year.

This yeards recitals
Marshall Middle School on the afternoon of
June 9". The program included
performances from the Saturday Dance
Academy, Saturday Arts Academy, Dance II,
Hip Hop, Cultural Drumming and MACH
Saturdays classes. Additionally, MACH
students at McKinley School performed
several original mini-plays on the evening of
June 12" in the McKinley School auditorium.

It was easy to see from the smiles on their
faces how pleased the students were to

perform for their fam

incredibly proud of our students and all that

they have accompli she
Program Director Fran

wonderful to see the support from their
parents, families, friends and the community

at |l arge at events S u

Photos: Clockwise from top right, students
from the Cultural Drumming class perform,
students from McKinley School take a bow
after their performance, MACH Saturday
dancers perform at their annual recital,
Dance Il students demonstrate their skills,
and Saturday Dance Academy students
present for their parents and friends.




Student Sculpture Show Opening a Success!

May 14,20077 Sunday af t er noaafd the
student sculpture show was well attended. The facilities
were beautiful, but it was the artwork done by students of
local artist Steffi Friedman that was spectacular. The
show, held at Earthplace in Westport, featured works
from classes taughtat Ms. Fri edmanos
wor kshop and a MACH fiMast el
Throughout the opening gala, students chatted with
guests about the works. Ms. Friedman, a gracious
hostess, joined in with stories about the development of
several of the pieces. The show ran through the 15" of
June.

A favorite with MACH students, Ms. Friedman has agreed
to teach a class once a week as part of the Neighborhood
Studios Camp this summer.

Above, Brandy Edwards intently works on her sculpture. Photo courtesy of
Shelley Cryan

lota Chi Sigma Visits 4 e sarussays

May 12, 2007 i Members of the lota Chi Sigma, a graduate play money to pay bills (rent, utilities, etc,) at the bank, save,
chapter of the Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc., visited the and shop in the stores. The lesson emphasized the

MACH Saturday Program. The students participated in the di fference between Awantso a
sororityds Nati on alSavers agcha m, importance of budgeting and managing their money to
focuses on teaching children the importance of money achieve their future goals. The lesson ended with each
management. A mini-mall with a bank and stores was student receiving a piggy bank to decorate and use to start
constructed in the Theater Arts room. Students were given his or her savings.

Photos: At | eft, sorority sister and MACH staff pose outsi de MACH otthewiilliamst d

Terri Williams, Jack Davis, Maureen Gore, Erica Garcia, and Simone Waugh. Center, MACH Saturday students decorate their piggy banks. At right, a finished
product.

“End of Camp Performances

Make plans to attend one or more of the End of Camp recitals. Performances are scheduled for the following dates and
locations:

Camp Date Type Time Where

MACH Camp Wednesday, August 8th Performance | Noon to 1PM Playhouse on the Green
177 State Street
Bridgeport, CT

MACH/Ailey Thursday, August 9" Performance | 7:30PM to 9:30PM | Klein Memorial Auditorium
Camp 910 Fairfield Avenue
Bridgeport, CT
Neighborhood Friday, August 10" Art Show 4:30PMto 6:30PM | Peopl eds Unite
Studios 810 Main Street
Bridgeport, CT
Saturday, August 11" Performance | 1PM to 3PM Downtown Cabaret Theater

263 Golden Hill Street
Bridgeport, CT




2007 Dorothy N. Freedman Award Presented

June 19, 2007- The Dorothy N. Freedman Award is given to
participants in the Music and Arts Center for Humanity (MACH)
programs either during the school year or during the summer camps.
Ms. Freedman, Secretary of the Music and Arts Center for
Humanityés Board of Directors,
reward enthusiasm for the arts, whether it is dance, digital
photography, theater or any of the many classes at MACH. This year
Serena Green and Tenisi Davis were chosen as recipients. Both
Ms. Green and Mr. Davis have taken full advantage, over the years,
of the wide range of classes at MACH.

Ms. Green has been involved with the MACH/Ailey Camp for the
past five years as both a performer and a teacher. According to
FrankDeri co, Program Director of |
start the class, run a rehearsa

As a group leader for MACH/Ailey Camp and a dance teacher for
MACH Saturdays, Mr. Davis has proven both his passion for the arts
and his mature, responsible attitude toward the campers in his
charge. Mr. Davis has also developed his talent for digital
photography in the Neighborhood Studios program.

Both Ms. Green and Mr. Davis plan to pursue further arts education
during their years in college. Ms. Green will attend the University of
Hartford and Mr. Davis will attend Housatonic Community College.

Photos: At top Ms. Freedman presents the award to Serena Green. Below, Ms.
Freednam speaks with Tenisi Davis after presenting him with his award.

Arts Explosion at MACH Headquarters

April 18, 2007 i April vacation was the perfect time for 42 Bridgeport
children, ages 8 to 13, to explore the arts. From Cultural Drumming to
illustrating comic books, from dance to computers, students happily
indulged their creativity.

The twoi day event was the brainchild of Program Director Frank
Deri co. il dm excited that the pr
the kids have had such a good ti

make itan annualeve nt . 0O

Photos: Above,
a student reviews
the storyboard for
her cartoon. At
left, a dance
class. At right, a
Cultural
Drumming class.




Board Welcomes Three New Members

June 14, 2007- The Music and Arts Center for Humanity
(MACH) is pleased to announce three new members of the
Board of Directors.

Ms. Pegeen Rubinstein of Westport joins the Board in
addition to her responsibilities as Vice President, Human
Resources for the Limite d 6 s n e wbeardt Ms u b
Rubinstein attended the High School for Visual and
Performing Arts and graduated from NYU with a degree in
Art History. She said that
her interests in the arts c

Ms. Gina LeVon Simpson, originally from Detroit, Michigan,
moved to Bridgeport in 1982 with her two children. Ms.
Simpson is the playwri tTee an
MAAFA Influence-Evoking the Pain of the

Past éBuilding a Strong Msd

Simpson is currently employed by the Bridgeport Board of
Education i Parent Center, and is involved in promoting
and encouraging parent participation and leadership in
schools.

Not

Even though summer camp has
help give a child an unforgettable summer. Donations are
still needed to cover supplies, trips, snacks, costumes, and
all those little extras that enhance the camp experience.

| t 0 s

Making a contribution is easy. Just use the form at the end
of the newsletter to submit your donaton. And y o
chil dbébs summer camp experie

A Note from the Board: - ! # (

About six years ago, | was invited to join the Board of
MACH in Bridgeport. MACH? What is that? The
description was complicated, comprehensive and
completely appealing; so | said yes.

My visits to the programs al
campus on University Ave demonstrated the need for after
school programs and demonstrated the dedication of the
administration and teaching staffs. The enthusiasm of the
kids sold me on MACH and | knew | had to do what | could
to enhance the programs, tex,|
art, music and life skills that would bring a new dimension to
their experience and education. | knew that the programs
needed expansion in and out of the schools and we needed
to serve lots more children, as well as move to a facility that
would be more suitable to house MACH.

4(2/15" ( !

Anthony L. Bennett, D.Min. is a native of Los Angeles,
California. Pastor Bennett graduated from Morehouse
College in 1988 and received his Master in Divinity degree
from Union Theological Seminary in 1991. In 2001 Pastor
Bennett received his Doctor of Ministry as a Wyatt Tee
Walker and W. Franklyn Richardson Fellow. He became
the fifth pastor of the Mount Aery Baptist Church in 1994.

From left to right: Ms. na LeVon Simpson, R
Bennett, and Ms. Pegeen Rubinstein.

MACH Headquarters
Suffers Break-In

May 24, 2007 - Sometime over the weekend of May 19"
and 20" thieves broke into the Music and Arts Center and

everend Anthony L.

. absconded with several PCs, MAC computers, digital and

video cameras, and a projector. In addition, they
vandalized the office, breaking interior windows and
spraying fire extinguishers throughout the rooms and
hallways.

The school closed briefly while staff and a cleanup crew
repaired the damage. Then it was MAopen
usual. A Al t hough we had to cl os
remained positive and we had things back on track within

a week, 0 said CEO Donald Ra

"1 2% - %" %2

Today, we have grown in numbers served and are closer
to realizing our dream of relocating to downtown
Bridgeport in a building suitable to our needs, one that will
make our students and their parents proud to call home.

MA C H potential is endless. We look forward to being an
integral part of the downtown culture developing in
Bridgeport with greater participation by the public schools,
business, arts and entertainment communities.
Bridgeportés citi zactvsieswihung
embrace MACH in the middle of their city with support and
enthusiasm.

decision i

forward t
Dorothy N. Freedman
Secretary, MACH Boarc

I made the right
of MACHO and | ook



A Letter fr om the CEO

Dr. Donald Rainone

Hello MACH Friends:

This is a very busy time for us, as we are running three
summer camps, writing new grants, welcoming new
board members, securing a lease for property in
downtown Bridgeport, and planning our Fall 2007
schedule. As you can see, many of our children are
involved in a variety of activities 1 all designed to improve
their awareness in the arts and provide a foundation for
life-long learning.

I had mentioned in the previous newsletter that even
though this is our 30" anniversary year, many
Bridgeporters do not know about us. We are trying to do
a better job of communicating who we are, what we do,
and share our plans for the future. Moving to a downtown
location will give the organization a great deal of
exposure.

Music and
Arts Center
for Humanity

Moreover, we at MACH have a desire to share
student sd6 exper i enftcaer#ered ond
the belief that the more people hear about the work

we do, the more supporters we will garner. We are
adding to our following, encouraging site visits, and
inviting over 2,000 people to attend (free) our

upcoming events.

MACH appreciates your continued support. | look
forward to meeting with you and sharing, perhaps over
coffee.

ALife is not a
ar o u h 8teplden King

support sy

We Need Your Help!

We at MACH are dedicated to providing arts education to all individuals. But we
canot doWeineed ¥OQUb Yoer contribution can make a difference in the
lives of special needs and underserved children in the Greater Bridgeport Area.

D ST A Your gift makes a difference!

3" Floor

Bridgeport, CT. 06608

Donation: $25 $50 $100 $250 $ Other

Phone:

203.366.3300 MasterCard Visa

Amex (circle one)

Fax: My credit card number is: Exp. Date:
203.368.2847
E-mail: Name:
info@musicandartscenter.org
Address:
MACH City: State: Zip:

Making Arts Matter!

Please make checks payable to MACH
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Music and Arts

Center for Humanity

Interested in Volunteering?

Let us put your
talents to work.

Contact us at

366 -3300

www.musicandartscenter.org
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Music and Arts
Center for
Humanity

510 Barnum Ave.
3" Floor
Bridgeport, CT 06608

203-366-3300

About Our Organization

The Music and Arts Center for Humanity (MACH) is a nonprofit school of
the arts founded in 1977 to enhance the lives of children and adults,
particularly special needs students, the economically disadvantaged and
those artistically gifted. MACH is an accredited member of the National
Guild of Community Schools of the Arts and the winner of a 2005
Coming Up Taller award.

Mrs. Laura Bush recognized MACH as one of the 17 top Arts and
Humanities progr ams. iAs a for mer
firsthand understanding of what young people can accomplish when

they truly strive to realize their dreams, and | wholeheartedly embrace
the arts and humanities as vehicl
Laura Bush, Honorary Chair of the
and Humanities.

We at MACH believe in the power of the arts to change lives. The arts
provide a means of communication and self-expression that teaches
tolerance, self-discipline, and a sense of community. Exposure to the
arts benefits both the individual and the community at large. While
MACH may teach drawing, sculpture, dance and music, what we really
deliver is personal achievement and accomplishment via the arts.

Programs are offered at MACH headquarters at 510 Barnum Avenue,
Bridgeport, as well as various Public Schools in the Bridgeport area.
MACH offers 12 different programs in music, dance, visual arts, theater,
creative writing, and design throughout the school year. Additional
summer programs are offered from June through August. For more
information contact the Program Director at 366-3300 ext. 224.



