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March 18, 2007 ï Despite the 

surprise snowstorm that 

dumped up to a foot of snow 

in the Bridgeport area, 

MACH supporters turned out 

in droves Saturday night to 

celebrate the Music and Arts 

Centerôs 30
th
 anniversary at 

the Klein Memorial Theater.  

 

The evening began with a 

pre-performance champagne 

reception where Board Co- 

Chairman Harold Levine, 

Honorary Gala Co-Chairs 

Richard and Ann Fudge, and 

Event Chair Bob Jacobs 

welcomed MACH 

benefactors, local dignitaries, 

and corporate sponsors 

Peopleôs Bank, General 

Electric Corporate, General 

Electric Consumer and 

Industrial, and UBS Financial 

Services.   

 

The performance began with 

MACH Dance II dancers 

presenting an original piece 

choreographed by Tina Bush 

of Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Theater ® followed by 

the feature performance by 

Savion Glover.  

Accompanied only by a 

piano, Savion presented a 

unique take on tap dancing, 

using his feet as percussive 

instruments. Intricate rhythms 

and themes filled the air, 

stunning the packed house 

with the dazzling complexity 

of the music he created.  

Over 500 students from area 

schools and churches 

received complimentary 

tickets for the event from 

MACH benefactors. ñThe 

performance was wonderful! 

Having the MACH kids 

opening the program 

reminded us of why we were 

all there,ò said board member 

Dorothy Friedman. ñIt was a 

fine example of MACH 

bringing the arts to area 

youth.ò 

 

According to Harold Levine, 

board chairman, the event 

raised approximately 

$100,000 to fund MACH. 

 

 

 

 

Above, MACH Dance II dancers perform an opening number. 
At left, founder Pat Hart addresses the audience. Center left, 
Representative Christopher Shays and his wife, Betsy, pose 
with event co-chairs Richard and Ann Fudge, and (below left) 
Mayor Fabrizi chats with MACH dancers. Below right, Savion 
Glover performs.  

Photos courtesy of David LaBianca 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñFun in Februaryò Event Heats up Winter Blues 
February 21, 2007 ï Shouts of ñHiò and 

ñWhat have you been up to?ò rang through 

the halls as friends greeted one another. Ten 

visually impaired students, with their 

families and assistants, arrived to take part 

in MACHôs ñFun in Februaryò event. 

Hosted by the National Resource Center for 

Blind Musicians, this was the second of 

three Fun Days to be offered this school 

year. 

The morningôs activities began with some 

electronic fun ï using sound effects to 

enhance a story. With much laughter, 

students worked with guest speaker Dave 

Simpson to select recorded sound effects 

and insert them into the story using a 

computer and the JAWs Ê software. 

Following the audio demonstration students 

took part in a variety of breakout sessions, 

including working with Winapp ® software 

on the computer, cultural drumming, 

rhythmic movement, Hip Hop dancing, 

baking cookies, basic pottery, and a musical 

jam session.  An after-lunch discussion 

focused on how to function in high school 

social activities. 

ñWhen you're the only blind person in your 

school or town, it's exciting to rediscover 

there are others who do what you do, use the 

same technology, and find the same things 

challenging or funny,ò said National 

Resource Center for Blind Musicians 

Director, David Goldstein. ñTo participate in 

At right, Simone Waugh instructs 
Hector Aquino and Chris Palmeri in a 
Hip Hop move. Below left, Renzo 
Rios-Nino tries his hand at making 
pottery.  Below right, Vishal Patel 
and John Carnemolla bake cookies 
with Remy Joseph. 

 

  

a MACH arts offering, to play the 

drums in a jam session, to move 

freely in a dance you may have 

only heard that other teens do; to 

have a part in a communal 

activity like baking bread, and to 

talk with mentors about present 

challenges and future careers, 

makes for a fulfilling day on 

many social levels, and one in 

which there is no question of 

acceptance.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 9, 2007 ï Connecticut State 

Representative, and Speaker of the House, 

Jim Amman visited MACH headquarters 

today to see first hand the types of 

programs we offer. Invited by board 

member Dorothy Freedman, Mr. Amman 

serves on the education committee and was 

particularly interested in learning about our 

After School Programs.  

 

Impressed with what he saw, 

Representative Amman invited MACH 

students to visit the Legislature on opening 

day in February of next year. 

 

State Representative 
Visits MACH  

March 12, 2007 ï  Near & Far Aid 

Association of Southport, 

Connecticut has awarded the Music 

and Arts Center for Humanity a 

$15,000 grant to help support this 

yearôs MACH Camp and 

MACH/AileyCamp.  

 

For those who are not already 

familiar with our summer camps, 

the camps build their programs 

around the performing and visual 

arts. At MACH Camp children ages 

5 to 18 attend a six-week summer 

day camp where they study theater, 

dance, movement, music, and the 

visual arts.  Field trips and 

recreational activities are also 

included. MACH/AileyCamp is a 

six-week tuition free summer dance 

program taught by members of the 

Alvin Ailey American Dance 

Theater School. Classes include 

instruction in Ballet, Jazz, Modern, 

and West African Dance. Classes in 

creative communications and 

personal development compliment 

the dance training 

 

ñIt is associations such as Near & 

Far, giving from a commitment to 

serve humanity, that allow 

organizations like MACH to further 

offer educational and artistic 

opportunities,ò said Executive 

Director Dr. Donald Rainone. ñWe 

deeply appreciate their continued 

support.ò  

Near & Far Gives Grant to  

Support Summer Camps 

Registration for the summer camps is 
currently in process. For more 
information contact Frank Derico or 
Simone Waugh. 

 



 

 

 

 

MACH Partners with 

McKinley School  

music, as well as have the 

opportunity to observe students in 

training. 

 

This yearôs Summer Institute will 

be held July 15
th
 to the 21

st
 and 

will take place at the Overbrook 

School for the Blind in 

Philadelphia.  This lovely campus 

blends its Spanish cloister 

architecture from the 1890s with 

todayôs technology, offering an 

ideal setting for the seminar.  

March 1, 2007 ï Throughout the 

school year plans have been 

underway for this yearôs Summer 

Braille Music Institute. Offered by 

MACHôs National Resource Center 

for Blind Musicians, the Institute 

instructs blind college-bound 

musicians in Braille music and the 

skills they will need to fully 

participate in music theory classes at 

the college level. Participants will 

find their days filled with tutoring in 

theory and related skills, group 

instrumental and voice activities, use 

of the computer to submit written 

assignments, and a variety of 

recreational activities such as 

swimming, cookouts, and outings. 

 

In addition, sighted music teachers 

are invited to receive training in the 

methods of teaching Braille music 

and using technology to transcribe 

2007 Summer Institute Set for July 

 

  Watch foré 
 
An end of year recital for 
Saturday programs is 
tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday June 9th. Watch for 
details regarding place and 
time. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Above, 2006 attendees enjoy a picnic lunch 
on the Overbrook campus. Below left, Karen 
Gearreald enjoys a swim in the pool. Below 
center, instructor Melissa Keys works with 
Lucy Sirianni. Below right, Ryan Silverira 
walks around campus. 

Photographs courtesy of Tim Macaulay 

March 26, 2007 - The Music and 

Arts Center for Humanity (MACH) 

is pleased to announce the award of 

a $25,000 grant from the Fairfield 

County Community Fund.  This 

grant is intended to support 

MACHôs Studio Works Project in 

partnership with the Council of 

Churchesô Work and Learn 

Program.  It is one of two inaugural 

grants from the Arts for Youth Fund 

at the FCCF. 

 

This unique partnership is based on 

the apprentice system in which 

students work with Master Artists in 

a specific artistic endeavor. This 

program employs Arts Education as 

a foundation for starting a business 

of marketing ones artistic product.  
Based on input from students 

currently in the Work and Learn 

program, photojournalism and T-

shirt design were chosen as the 

artistic skills to learn and market. 

 

An essential aspect of this program 

will be the Youth Advisory Board, 

which will be comprised of three to 

five students who have already 

participated in the Work and Learn 

Program and have indicated a 

willingness to return.  These students 

will receive training from local youth 

development programs in order to gain 

leadership, social and job skills. 

 

Approximately twenty-one 7
th and 8

th
 

graders at the Luis Munoz Marin 

Middle School in Bridgeport will 

participate in the program that will run 

for six weeks during the summer and 

throughout the coming school year. 

March 20, 2007 ï The Music and Arts 

Center for Humanity has received a grant 

of $25,000 from United Way of Eastern 

Fairfield County to develop and 

implement a pilot program with 

McKinley Elementary School in 

Fairfield, Connecticut. The grant will 

fund an intensive after school arts 

enrichment program for children in 

second, third, and fourth grades.  In 

addition, twenty selected students will 

participate in MACH Saturdays; a visual 

and performing arts curriculum for 

special needs children. 

 

The MACH/McKinley initiative is a 

pilot program intended to correlate arts 

education with achievement in 

traditional school subjects.  Phase I of 

this unique program/partnership will run 

for 13 weeks in the spring. It is hoped 

that McKinley will provide a school year 

continuation. 

 

FCCF Arts for Youth Fund Grant 



 

 

 

 

 

Adopt a Camper 
Appeal Under 

Way 

 

 

March 22, 2007 - Learning doesnôt 
stop at the end of the school year. 
Here at MACH dedicated young 
artists look forward to spending 
their summer perfecting their skills. 
Whether it is learning a 
complicated dance routine in 
MACH/AileyCamp, memorizing 
lines and rehearsing a play in 
MACH Camp, or developing a 
project from conception to 
completion as an apprentice in the 
Neighborhood Studios, MACH 
campers are busy learning all 
summer long.  
 
Of course, nobody said that 
learning canôt be fun. And there is 
plenty of fun at MACH camps: field 
trips, recreational activities, and 
just the fun of doing something 
with your friends.  Itôs an 
experience that we want every 
child to have. 
 
Grants and this yearôs MACH Gala 
have provided some financial 
support for the camps, however 
additional funding is still needed.  It 
costs about $1500 to give a child a 
summer at MACH camp.  ñWe 
want as many children as possible 
to be able to attend camp this 
summer,ò said CEO Dr. Donald 
Rainone. ñThatôs why the Adopt a 
Camper Appeal is so important.ò 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

March 31, 2007 ï Saturday mornings are 

busy here at MACH headquarters. At the 

end of the hall, Dance II students 

(graduates of last summerôs 

MACH/AileyCamp) begin their session 

with stretching exercises. And up in the 

music rooms a young musician is playing 

scales. 

 

However, it is the twenty-six MACH 

Saturday students that generate the most 

activity. The children, ages 5 to 16, are 

divided into four groups, each with a group 

leader. Throughout the morning the groups 

rotate through 35-minute classes in Dance, 

Theater, Cultural Drumming and Art. All 

of the classes are based on a common 

theme. 

 

ñThe program has always been culturally 

enriched,ò said Program Coordinator 

Simone Waugh. ñThis year we are 

focusing on the seven principles of 

Kwanzaa.ò  The principles stress 

community, support for one another, self-

determination, and creativity. 

 

In Rocco Pesceôs Art class students are 

creating necklaces in Kwanzaa colors - 

red, green and black. The project began 

last week with students making clay beads 

in all sorts of shapes. The beads have been 

drying all week and are now ready for 

painting. Held aloft on wooden skewers so 

that all sides can be reached, the beads are 

carefully painted and then held in front of a 

hair dryer to speed the drying process. 

 
Tenisi Davisôs Dance class is a high energy, 

aerobic workout. Students master individual 

dance steps, and then put them together in a 

routine.  

 

Next door, Royalty Weldonôs Theater class is 

doing an exercise in ñjoining togetherò. Each 

child joins the group by holding onto another 

and striking a pose. Students are encouraged 

to support one another, helping their friends 

to maintain their balance and keep the whole 

structure together (although a couple of times 

they do come tumbling down amidst a great 

deal of laughter). 

 

And in Melissa Mercedôs Cultural Drumming 

class they are talking about the principles 

while practicing rhythms. Heard one at a time 

the rhythms seem simple, but when the whole 

class plays the rhythms become a powerful 

communication. 

 

The use of a central theme allows each of the 

classes to complement the others. It is easy 

for the students to transition from one class to 

another, to master the individual skills, and 

then bring them all together in preparation for 

a recital performance in June.  But what 

really makes it easy is that the learning is just 

plain fun! 

 

 

 

 

Above left, Theater students practice an exercise in supporting one another. Above 
right, Andres Almanza paints a clay bead. Below left Alanzo Diaz echoes a rhythm 
played by Baba Jide Davis on the drums. Below right, Tenisi Davis leads dancers in a 
high-energy routine. 

 

 

 



A Letter from the CEO 

 510 Barnum Ave. 
 3rd Floor 
 Bridgeport, CT 06601 

 
 Phone:  

 203-366-3300       
 

 Fax: 
 203-368-2847 

 
 E-mail: 
info@musicandartscenter.org 

 

MACH 
Making Arts Matter! 

 
Music and 

Arts Center 

for Humanity 

Please Support MACHôs Mission 

We canôt do it without you! The Music and Arts Center for Humanity depends 

on you to help us make a difference in the lives of special needs and underserved 

youth in the Greater Bridgeport Area. Your gift makes a difference! 

 

Donation:  _____$25  ____$50  ____ $100   ____$250  ___$500  $_____other 

 

MasterCard   Visa   Amex  (circle one) 

 

My credit card number is:  _____________________  Exp.Date: _______ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ___________________________________________________ 

 

City: ____________________ State: _____________ Zip: ___________ 

 

Please make checks payable to MACH 

 

Hello to all MACH supporters 

and friends, 

 

Spring is in the air (somewhere). 

And, that means that we here at 

the Music and Arts Center are 

preparing for our Signature 

Summer Camps. Despite the 

success of the 30th Anniversary 

Gala, MACH still requires quite 

a bit of money to run the Four 

Camps: Alivin Ailey Dance 

Camp, MACH Camp for Special 

Needs, and Neighborhood 

Studios Camp for the Visual and 
Performing Arts (VPA), and the 

Summer Institute for Blind 

College Bound Musicians.   

 

We had a spectacular Winter 

Fundraiser--unhampered by the 

St Patrickôs Day Storm. Savion 

Glover mesmerized the nearly 

full house at the Klein 

Auditorium, March 17, with his 

enthusiastic, interpretive, tap 

performance. It is a rare 

experience to be in the midst of 

genius for an hour and a half on a 

snowy (late) winter evening. 

 

To all those who were there and 

to those who contributed to the 

event, we thank you. It was a 

great way to begin celebrating 

our 30th Year Anniversary Year. 

In order for us to fulfill our goal 

of conducting another 

successful summer program, we 

are busy writing grants and 

meeting with those individuals 

and corporations that are 

interested in supporting our 

summer camps. 

 

I look forward to meeting all of 

you who may read this 

newsletter. If you have any 

questions, or would just like to 

share your desire to be a part of 

the MACH family feel free to 

call me at 203 366 3300 ext 228 

or email me, at: 

drainone@musicandartscenter.o

rg. 
Enjoy the spring season, as it 

inspires growth, creativity, and 

new hope. 
 

Donald F. Rainone, Ph.D. 
 

 

It Feels Good to Help MACH 
 
After moving from New York City 

seventeen years ago to Westport, I 

became involved in local community 

activities that ranged from helping 

found the Minuteman Newspaper 

chain, launching the Westport Sister 

Cities Association and joining the 

board of the Westport Arts Center.  

Bridgeport to me, and many Lower 

Fairfield County residents, was 

nothing more than an exit off I95 and 

the occasional newspaper article on 

corruption and decay.   

 

That all changed when Harold Levine, 

our chairman, asked me to visit 

MACH.  What I saw was a vibrant 

and innovative series of programs that 

enriched the lives of Bridgeport kids.  

Harold asked me to join the board and 

help with an ambitious agenda that 

included putting the organization on a 

firm financial footing and find new 

space.   

 

In four short years, MACH is in good 

financial shape, is expanding its 

programs and in the very near future 

will have found a permanent home.  

This is not only important for the kids 

who benefit every day from MACH 

programs but also for the City of 

A Note from the Board 

Bridgeport.  Some have even been 

so bold as to equate the turn around 

at MACH with a turn around in 

Bridgeport.   

 

I encourage everyone and anyone 

who lives in Lower Fairfield 

County who wants to enrich their 

own lives by helping those who are 

less fortunate to have a look at an 

involvement with MACH and what 

it offers to Bridgeport and its 

families. 

 

Bob Jacobs 

Director and Event Chair of the 

30th Anniversary Benefit for 

MACH 

 

 
Sculptures by MACH 
students in Steffi 
Friedmanôs class will be 
included in a sculpture 
show at is scheduled to 
run from May 7th to June 
15th. A Gala Opening will 
be held Saturday, May 
12

th 
from 1:30pm to 

5:30pm. 

 

mailto:drainone@musicandartscenter.org
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